Program Definition:  Language Arts
Language Arts Classroom Needs
Chabot College

Prepared by Marcia Corcoran, Dean, Language Arts
Building:   300
Subjects/Programs to be Housed:  English, English as a Second Language (ESL), World Languages, Speech, Forensics, Learning Skills
Project Rationale: Building 300 will house primarily Language Arts classrooms.  The other divisions who will are designated to also be assigned to buildings 300, 500, 800, and 900 are Social Sciences and Humanities.  We want our rooms primarily in close proximity to Building 100, as this is where the Learning Connection, our students support labs and electronic classrooms will be housed.  We are continuing to grow learning resources, such as WRAC, Language Center, the Library, World Language Lab, Speech Lab, and we want to encourage students to use these services by walking them from the classrooms to these support resources.  
Our goal is to ensure the campus provides enough classroom space in buildings 300, 500, 800, and 900 to accommodate these three large divisions at primetime, when classes fill at 100%.

Currently, we do not have enough classrooms for the number of sections we offer.  Language Arts offers approximately 240 sections per semester, with English courses comprising 125 (50%) or our courses (data from fall 2006 EMC  Reports).  68 of our (29%) classes are currently held outside of building 800, a building currently housing predominantly Language Arts classrooms.  At a given primetime, for example, a Monday at 10:30, in Language Arts we have 24 classes being utilized at the same time, with 8 of these (30%) outside of building 800 spread into buildings 300, 500, 700, 900, 1500, and 1600.  We would encourage a school-wide analysis of room need and usage.

Vision Statement: Create a welcoming and safe environment for students’ language learning.  Provide Building 300 with modernized classroom facilities utilizing new college standards. 
Language Arts Division specialized components:  a dedicated Forensics Team Room/ Speech classroom (see below) and a dedicated Learning Skills Center, utilized by disabled students (see below).
Goals:
Functions, activities, courses:

Courses in these disciplines utilize a range of methodologies:  Students work in groups, write, give presentations, listen to lectures, role play, use technology.  World Languages will need ample bulletin board space in classrooms.  Additionally, we want to create a welcoming ambiance for all students and to integrate culture into language teaching; therefore, we will use glass wall display cases in the hall ways for showcasing student work and for cultural displays.  
Space requirements of activities, courses:

We will need a mix of class sizes—some classes for 33 students (for composition, ESL, and Speech classes currently with maximum capacity at 25-27, allowing for 10% growth for productivity) and others for 44 students (for English electives, Sign Language, and some foreign languages).  

Physical relationship between spaces in terms of function and pedagogy:

Many of the English courses are developmental courses and meet for 2.5 hours per day, and our ESL core courses meet for 3 hours a day (6-unit courses).  To break up the time, instructors plan lessons using small groups, large groups, technology, and addressing a range of learning modalities; thus, rooms will need to be flexible for use, with a mix of chairs and tables that can be moved about and some rooms with armchair desks.  All rooms will need ample blackboard space and technology for critiquing papers and for demonstrating research skills on the Internet.

Some classes are taught in Learning Communities, so having one or two large classrooms which could be divided by a screen into two smaller classrooms would work well.

Program Definition:  Component Description
Forensics Team Room/Dedicated Speech Classroom
Building:   300, 500, 800, or 900

Subjects/Programs to be Housed:  Forensics Class/Team (Speech 48) and other Speech and Communication classes
Project Rationale: Speech offers 30-40 courses per semester for speech skills and transfer, as well as co-curricular activities.  Courses include public speaking, oral interpretation of literature, group communication, interpersonal communication, intercultural communication, elements of speech, reader’s theatre, argumentation and debate, and activities in forensics.  Courses prepare students for transfer; they also recruit students for participation in our Forensics program, intercollegiate competition in public speaking, debate, and oral interpretation including performance in workshops, festivals, concert readings and the community.  Chabot’s Forensics team, under the leadership of a new Director, has received various awards at competitions against various two-year and four-year colleges nationally.  The program enables students to learn various skills including public speaking, interpersonal communication, argumentation, and critical thinking, while building confidence and teamwork.  

Vision Statement:  Create a dedicated area to encourage students pursuing their interests in speech and debate.  This space would be a high-tech classroom for use predominantly by the Forensics team and for speech courses with spaces for lecture, discussion, research, practice, videotaping, and peer review. 

Goals:
Functions, activities, courses:

Any Speech class (Speech 1, 2A/B, 3, 5, 10, 11, 30, 46, 48) could be taught in this room.  Some instruction is using computers.  Area needed for practice and cameras for videotaping speeches.  Collection of resources and classroom materials.  Storage of student records.  

Space requirements of activities, courses:

For large classroom space, to house 2 computer stations with printer plus 30 students (classes are currently at 25 but would recommend a small increase) and large enough to comfortably run two video cameras (one on the speech giver and one on the audience); 2 study rooms would need a table to seat 4; a resource room would need desk, computer and printer, 12 foot X 6 foot of bookcases for classroom materials (books, magazines for research)
Physical relationship between spaces in terms of function and pedagogy:

Students should be able to practice speeches and have them critiqued.  They should be ale to investigate current events and collect relevant evidence to argue their positions.
For other kinds of spaces, estimated number of individual using them:

40-50 students per semester in Activities in Forensics.  

40 speech classes per semester X 25 students is over 1000 students who could potentially utilize this space.  

Additional comments for a Forensics Team Room:
1. This space would be predominantly a “Forensics Team Room” where competitors on the Forensics team can congregate, practice, research, and assist in each other’s learning.  It is the key to any good program.  During student “down time,” most of the team are willing to practice with each other and discuss their competitive events.  However, because of the lack of space, they usually do not stay on campus.  This costs the students valuable practice time.  

2. Much of what is done in Forensics revolves around current events and controversial subjects.  A room where the students can gather information about these subjects and discuss issues freely and openly is necessary for them to succeed on a state and national level.  Students would also be able to research literature and other factual information from websites in order to complete their speeches and keep their material up-to-date.  This space would help students build research skills, as well as critical thinking and writing skills.  

3. A room large enough to use a video camera is necessary.  The ability for students to watch and critique their own speeches and their peer’s speeches is vital and often demonstrates flaws that can be rectified.  This area could also serve other Speech 1 classes who wish to videotape their speeches.  Finally, collecting videotaped speeches would provide examples which could be a teaching tool viewed by to Speech 1 students.  

4. Other successful programs have team rooms.  When the coach was an assistant at DVC, CSU Hayward (East Bay), and Ohlone, he noted that all had dedicated areas for speech instruction/competitive practice.  Other schools also have dedicated team rooms for students to practice, congregate, and research without faculty having to find a room. 

5. Other competitive programs at Chabot College have dedicated practice facilities.  All the Sports programs have gyms and weight rooms.  Mass Communication programs and the arts also have dedicated spaces for student learning.  These programs touch far fewer people than the Forensics program, which often has 40 – 50 students enrolled in Speech 48 alone.  Beyond that, Speech Night at Chabot normally draws 150 – 200 people per year.  Forensics students also give demonstration speeches in numerous Speech 1 classes throughout the year.  Allowing for a dedicated room will increase the quality of all the speeches and presentations given throughout the college and potentially increase student interest and enrollment in our courses and programs.    
Program Definition: Component Description

Learning Skills Program Area

Building: 300, 500, 800, 900
Subjects/Programs to be housed: 

Learning Skills Program
Project Rationale: 

The Learning Skills Program is an academic program housed in the Language Arts Division as part of Disabled Student Programs and Services. Space needs to include two connected classrooms with two small group study rooms and one resource room with secure storage for confidential student records and standardized test protocols. Both classrooms use high-tech adaptive computer technology.

Vision Statement: 

The Learning Skills area will provide diverse students with learning disabilities and other disabilities, including physical, visual, and hearing, a dedicated, flexible learning environment.  The spaces will serve large- and small-group assessments, instruction and adaptive technology. All the spaces will minimize visual and noise distractions.

Goals: Functions, Activities, Courses, Etc.:

At least six Learning Skills courses (ENGL 116, 117, 118A, 118B, 119 and possibly 120 and 121) will be taught in this area. Students will be assessed for specific learning disabilities according to the CCC Eligibility Model for DSPS services.  In the academic courses students will study in collaborative small groups, will receive individual tutoring and participate in lectures and discussions. Students will learn to apply their accommodations to course work, especially the adaptive computer software. All the confidential student assessment records, classroom materials and other resources will be consolidated in to one secure place easily accessible to faculty and staff.
Space Requirements:

Space requirements include sufficient classroom space for up to 25 students and include at least 10 computer stations. The small study rooms need to seat 8 people including the instructor. The resource room requires 2 computer stations and 1 printer/copier for assessment scoring input for state mandated computer scoring system, 12’ x 6’ high bookcases for classroom materials and test protocols, storage to accommodate a minimum of 25 locking file drawers for student files and classroom materials. 

Physical Relationship between spaces in terms of functions and pedagogy:

The students will benefit from proximity to the Language Arts classrooms as many are concurrently enrolled in other Language Arts classes. Proximity to Building 100 services is critical as the students use these services heavily.  Many students will benefits from proximity to elevator if upstairs due to increased likelihood that students who enroll in this program may have physical disabilities. 

Classroom Spaces, including labs, the number of student stations and the disciplines using them:

At least 10 student computer stations in each of the two classrooms (Basic Classroom Template) and desks for 25 students in lecture or small-group arrangements are required to maximize student learning. 

Other Spaces, e.g. meeting areas, estimated number of individuals who will be using them:

Each semester, 200 students will use the small group room for individual assessments and 150 students will use them for small groups.  The resource room will be used by 3 faculty and 5 instructional assistants. 

Additional Comments for Learning Skills spaces: 

Need for lots of outlets (for tape recorders used in Learning Skills); 2 walls (or maximum space) for bulletin boards; 2 walls (or maximum space) for black/white boards; comfortable, wide chairs and tables; natural lighting and ventilation
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