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Research shows: 
 Over 80% of students who took the assessment test were recommended to take Basic Skills courses  
 Half of those recommended to take Basic Skills courses took them in their first semester 
 Less than 10% of students who did not take the Assessment test took Basic Skills courses 

All ESL Courses (Lowest are Open Entry) 

English 101A/101B 
(2 semesters)  

Open Entry 

Math 105 (open entry) 
Basic Math 

Math 65 or 65A/B 
Beginning Algebra English 102 

(1 Semester) 
Open Entry 

Highest Course:  ESL 110D  

Math 54 or 55 or 55A/B 
Intermediate Algebra 

College English College Math 

= 

English Path Math Path 

Open Entry Courses: Students can enroll with or without an assessment recommendation. 
All Other Courses:  Students need to succeed in previous course or be recommended by assessment test. 

Paths from Basic Skills to College-level Courses 

New Fall 2008 Students: 2,889 

Took Assessment Test: Did Not Take Assessment Test: 
 

Which New Students take Basic Skills Courses in First Semester? 

English 

1,423 
 

Math 

1,376 

(38%) 

(85%) (81%) 
(Must start in 
Basic Skills) 

English 

110 

Math 

77 

(10%) (7%) 

English 

664 

Math 

740 

(47%) (54%) 

Assessment Test 

Assessment 
Recommendations 
to take Basic Skills 

Taking Basic 
Skills Courses in 

1st Semester 

English 
1,678 

Math 
1,702 

(62%) 

English 
1,211 

Math 
1,187 
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  Benefits of Taking Assessment Tests and Basic Ski l ls Courses 
  

 

Research shows: 
 The earlier in the year that students took the assesssment test, the more likely they were to be taking a Basic Skills 

course that Fall 
 If they did not take an assessment test, they were not likely to be taking a Basic Skills course, even though they could 

have enrolled at any point in the year 
 

 
Research shows: 
 The higher the English course in which students have succeeded, the more successful they are in the major General 

Education courses 
 Even just taking a Basic Skills English course increases general education success rates significantly 
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