Tutoring Strategy

Strategy: Tutoring resources

Target audience: borderline students who are experiencing difficulty meeting the objectives of a health occupations training program

Purpose: to identify existing and potential tutoring resources to facilitate students’ success in a health occupations training program

Project overview: by utilizing existing resources and exploring others, instructors can maximize support available to students

Process:

1.
Identify existing tutoring resources
a. Health care facility professional: could be provided by a partnering facility at set hrs each week, i.e. 1 full day/week

b. Skills lab tutors:

· Hourly, part-time or full-time, depending upon funds available

· (funds can be secured as a portion of a grant, through health care facility partnerships, and/or through associations such as the Hospital Council.)

c. Instructor tutors:

· Students should be encouraged to make good use of their instructor’s office hours.

· If this is the only time available to provide tutoring, instructor could consider meeting with small groups.

d. Student tutors:

· Paid when grants available or through health care partners

· Could be voluntary

· Advanced students can assist new students with psycho-motor skills, math

· Student tutors can provide their schedule of availability and beginning students sign up for specific time slots as needed

e. Self-tutoring:

· Use independent learning modules:

i.e. C.D. with workbook which compliments many textbooks

i.e. video with workbook (commercially made or instructor-generated)

· Video review (video of lectures can be helpful for complex subjects. Students who have missed a class or who need to review can listen to the video as a study aide).

· Practice tests (through textbook or instructor-generated)

f. Skills practice

i.e. by watching a video and then practicing the skill using different options:

· Form study practice groups to practice skills

· Partner with senior students who are proficient in the skill set 

· Utilize health care facility preceptor/professional staff to practice skill (if their time permits)

2. Explore potential tutoring resources.

Review above and add a new resource to those currently being used

3. Determine student need and interest in tutoring services


Action Steps:

a. 
Assess needs early in the semester via:

· in-class questions posed to students
· weekly quizzes
b. Score and return quizzes to students expediently
c. Inform students early in the semester of criteria for needing tutoring services

· especially for those who received < C on quizzes 

· tutoring is open to all students

References/Math Resources
Improving math skills, lowering anxiety


http://www.mathpower.com/

Reduce math anxiety


http://www.mathpower.com/

Study tips for math


http://www.cl.uh.edu/ssc/sca/lss/mathstud.htm

Studying for math and science courses


http://www.utexas.edu/student/utlc/handouts/862.html

Success in mathematics


http://euler.slu.edu/Dept/SuccessinMath.html

Mathematical problems - problem solving


http://www.abc.se/~m9847/matre/problem.html
Solving math word problems


http://www.gyrus.nu/Learning_Skills/Math_And_Science/Word_Problems_Strategy.html

Creating and using math study guides


http://www.gyrus.nu/Learning_Skills/Math_And_Science/Math_Study_Guides/Study_Guides.html

Math resources, tutorials, graph paper, etc


http://www.mathematicshelpcentral.com

Preparing for math exams


http://www.iss.stthomas.edu/studyguides/tsttak6.htm

Two steps to solving math word problems


http://www.iss.stthomas.edu/studyguides/MATHPROBLEMS.htm

Reading math. & science texts


http://www.brocku.ca/sdc/learning/studywrite/texts.html
Coping with math test taking anxiety


http://www.wgu.edu/studyguide/math.asp

5 Simple Steps to take to reduce math test anxiety


http://home.messiah.edu/~barrett/testhelp.htm

Reference/general:

Smarthinking. Using the Internet to connect learners and instructors, SMARTHINKING provides: 

live math tutors 24/7; an online writing lab with 24 hour turnaround; live tutors in Statistics, Accounting, Economics, and Chemistry; multiple communication methods such as “drop-in” service, question submission, and scheduled appointments. 


www.smarthinking.com 

Reference/sciences:

Sciences: CBE format (Council of Biological Editors) for biology, geology, chemistry, mathematics, medicine, physics…



http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/cbe.html

Evaluation:

1. Query students via informal discussion, paper and pencil survey or focus group session

Ask which tutoring resource they used (if any) and which they found most effective)

2. Correlate each student’s grades with responses above

3. Note the resources used by the most successful students (those with the highest course grades (share these findings with subsequent group of students).
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