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CHINESE CONVERSATION AND CULTURE IV
Catalog Description:

50D – Chinese Conversation and Culture IV
2 units

Continuation of skills developed in Chinese 50C. Continues to develop and apply conversational Chinese skills. Pronunciation, vocabulary, sentences and applied grammar will be covered. Introduces the daily life and cultural traditions of Chinese-speaking people. Prerequisite: Chinese 50C completed with a grade of “C” or higher. 2 hours.
[Typical contact hours: 35]
Prerequisite Skills:
Before entering the course the student should be able to:
1. recognize 350 Chinese characters in either traditional or simplified forms;
2. phonetically spell and sound out a Chinese word by using Hanyu Pinyin and tones;

3. demonstrate communicative competency by carrying on a conversation in Mandarin on topics studied, such as travel, leisure life, and shopping;


4. translate and interpret with English/Chinese bilingual ability;

5. demonstrate a deep insight into the Chinese daily life and customs;

6. demonstrate an advanced understanding and appreciation of the traditional culture, the geography, and the history of the Chinese-speaking people.
Expected Outcomes for Students:


Upon completion of the course the student should be able to:
1. recognize 500 Chinese characters in either traditional or simplified forms.

2. read Chinese articles fluently with the aid of  Hanyu Pinyin and tones system.

3. demonstrate communicative competency by carrying on a conversation in Mandarin on topics studied, such as daily routine, places of interest, and hospitality.


4. translate and interpret with English/Chinese bilingual ability on present, past, and future activities.

5. discuss a range of topics that reflect Chinese culture and aspects daily life: 

  
   personal/social, interests, customs, job, relationship, and technology.

6. introduce ideas related to traditional Chinese art, favorite cities and cultural events.

Course Content:
1. Continue learning new Chinese characters in both the traditional and simplified forms  
2. Reinforce the symbols, tones, and rules of spelling for Hanyu Pinyin in order to read Chinese articles with a degree of fluency
3. Converse in Mandarin through a variety of  topics: my favorite city in China, climate,  planning a trip to China using a travel agency
4. Translate and interpret Chinese words, sentences, paragraphs, and short stories into English on present, past, and future activities 
5. Compare Chinese and American lifestyles such as understanding the proper etiquette at social and business meetings/encounters/events  
6. Present cultural topics, such as famous Chinese artists and their art work, Chinese cities and their socio-economical importance, the role and importance of sports in the Chinese culture, etc. 
Methods of Presentation:


1.  Lecture/discussion in target language


2.  Choral/individual repetition of model speech


3.  Re-creation of dialogues and improvisation

4.  Small group activities including oral presentation, skits, and role play on a variety of topics, such as Chinese poems and legends, features of major cities, and study in China

5.  PowerPoint presentation for the comparison study and cultural topics. 

Typical Assignments and Methods of Evaluating Student Progress:

1. Typical assignments:


    a.  Complete exercises in Student Workbook


    b.  Develop oral presentations based on articles selected from a newspaper, magazine, 
  

                      or downloaded from a website.


    c.  Prepare a skit reflecting a social situation in a culturally appropriate manner, for


         example, asking directions to the public library.


    d.  Bring to class a favorite object and present it in Mandarin.


2.  Method of Evaluating Student Progress:


     a.  Tests and quizzes on material presented, including oral proficiency interviews


     b.  Student participation in class activities


     c.  Homework assignments, such as exercise pages from workbooks


     d.  Final exam

Textbook(s) Typical:

Ni Hao – An Introduction to Chinese, Traditional or Simplified version, Shumang Fredlein and Paul Fredlein, Cheng & Tsui Company, Inc.,2002.

Chinese/English Dictionary
Special Student Materials:

Cassette tapes or audio CD with prerecorded lessons from the textbook 
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