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SPANISH CONVERSATION AND CULTURE II
Catalog Description:


50B –Spanish Conversation and Culture II
2 units

Development of skills learned in Spanish 50A.  Understanding of spoken Spanish through pronunciation, vocabulary, and applied grammar.  Further study of the culture and everyday life activities of Spanish-speaking people. Prerequisite: Spanish 50A completed with a grade of “C” or higher.  2 hours.

[Typical contact hours: 35]

Prerequisite Skills:


Upon completion of the course the student should be able to:

1. demonstrate a basic knowledge of the Spanish conversational patterns presented;

2. ask and answer questions dealing with everyday situations in the present tense; 

3. use active vocabulary, idiomatic expressions and basic grammar to engage in routine conversational interactions in the target language;

4. demonstrate a basic understanding and appreciation of the cultures and people of the Spanish-speaking world.

Expected Outcomes for Students:


Upon completion of the course the student should be able to:

1. recognize and apply conversational patterns and vocabulary presented;

2. narrate, describe, and explain not only current but also past activities;

3. understand, pronounce, and use vocabulary and idiomatic expressions in the target language in different settings such as the doctor’s office, the bank, the post office, the airport;

4. formulate questions and answers conversationally in Spanish; 

5. understand the differences and similarities of cultures and people of the Spanish-speaking world.

Course Content:

Functional vocabulary and grammar to allow students to:

1. review and “recycle” content of Spanish 50A;

2. study the past tense (pretérito and imperfecto) and the different uses for narrating past events;

3. understand everyday situations, common personal and family news, well-known current events, and routine matters involving the home and workplace;

4. pronounce Spanish words using correct intonation and stress;

5. use correct Spanish syntax in sentences and questions;

6. create dialogues in Spanish on given topics.

Methods of Presentation:

1. Introduction and discussion of Spanish conversational methods by practicing exercises orally.
2. Reading and discussion of newspaper articles, magazines, and articles in Spanish on topics such as current news, film, television, and art.
3. Student presentations on topics of interest such as their favorite Spanish-speaking country, celebrity, film in Spanish.
Typical Assignments and Methods of Evaluating Student Progress:

1. Typical Assignments:

a. Oral presentations done individually and in small groups 

-Bring a newspaper or magazine article in Spanish and present the most significant idea to the class


-Watch a short film or TV program and discuss the most important idea to the class 


b.
Prepare a skit reflecting a social situation in a culturally appropriate manner through role-play

c.
Bring a favorite object and present it to the class in Spanish

2. Methods of Evaluating Student Progress:

a. Class participation and homework assignments

b. Oral reports

c. Quizzes, written in Spanish on the materials covered in class

d. Periodic oral tests 

e. Final examination

Textbook(s) (Typical)


Con Mucho Gusto, Jean Valetta, Harcourt Brace College Publishers, 1999 or latest edition.



Lab manual optional


Lab cassettes optional


Spanish-English dictionary

Special Student Materials: 


None
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