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Bus 1A-Prinicples of Accounting I

Distance Education Proposal

Need/Justification:

Bus 1A (Principles of Accounting) is a course that covers basic theory and structure of accounting. This course is a part of every degree and non degree Business program.  To meet the demand of this class, Chabot offers six to eight sections of this course every semester. Listed below are some of the facts that demonstrate the justification of offering Bus 1A in the DE format.

· Bus 1A is a very popular course due its transferability to UC and CSU.

· Bus 1A prepares students for an entry level position in the accounting field (A/P, A/R, Bookkeeping) so this class is often taken by students to improve their employability.

· This course in the business department has consistently seen high enrollment.

· This course is also taken by adults who work in the accounting field but lack an understanding of the subject concepts.  In several instances, employers have required that these employees take this class for their career and professional growth. 

· As an adjunct faculty, I taught Bus 1A on Saturdays and evening classes for five years prior to becoming full time in January 2003.  These classes had extremely high enrollments and success rates. This dictates the need for a class to be offered during non traditional hours in non traditional format.

· Surveying the need of current times, the new trends in education, it is imperative that Chabot offers Bus 1A  in the online format as done by other colleges.   

Due to the facts stated above, online offering of Bus 1A will lead to:

· Increased enrollment as we can reach students who are not able to attend classes on campus i.e.- single parents, disabled students, geographically dispersed individuals.

· Community college with a reputation of Chabot College is losing a competitive edge due to its inability to keep up with other educational institutions in their variety of offerings in various modalities.

· Up until now, business department faculty at Chabot College has lacked an interest to offer this course online.  Senior faculty has gotten accustomed to teaching classes in the traditional classroom and I feel that it is time to add/modify to what we already do so well.  

Course Content Delivery:

This course will be offered completely online.  Bus 1A meets 72 hours per semester.  The online class will comprise of the same number of hours with the following schedule of time.

· Electures, Research & Assignments-36

· Quizzes-8 

· Exams-10

· Online discussion-10

· Email communication-8

Instructor will hold traditional office hours on campus and will be available to meet online students by appointment via phone or email too.

Nature & frequency of instructor-student orientation:

· Instruction will be completely asynchronous-online.  For each chapter there will be electures, PP, assignments, assessments and discussion board.

· Announcement section will be used to remind students of weekly assignments. Each chapter will be followed by an assessment.  These assessments will be graded automatically in Bb.  Students not participating in these assessments will be contacted via phone or email. Tests will consist of problems, multiple choice and true/false questions.  Publishers offer variety of resources and supporting materials that will be incorporated into the course content to offer variety of learning tools. 

· Above stated teaching/learning modalities will lead to student centered learning versus a traditional teacher centered classroom.  The course design will encourage students to take responsibility in their learning, to develop better communication and critical thinking skills.  The online modality will allow the instructor to contact students individually and more frequently to provide feedback. 

Assignments & Methods of Evaluation:

Student progress will be evaluated as follows:

· Each chapter will be followed by a quiz to help students assess their understanding of the material.  These quizzes will comprise of 20% of the grade

· Exams will consist of problems, Multiples Choice and True/False questions and will account for 50% of the grade.

· Discussion Board will be used to post questions, carry discussion on each chapter.  This will help students improve their communications skills and provide a freedom to post/answer questions at any time.  This component will be 10% of the total grade.

· Assignments will be 20% of the grade.  These assignments will follow every chapter and require that students spend 2-3 hrs per chapter on this section.

Technical Support:

On campus service will be available to the instructor and all students.  Support services offered by DE center will also be utilized.  The instructor will need to have a 24/7 access to technical support for Bb through the campus.  Also, the instructor will need to cooperate with the library, bookstore, and admissions and records to ensure the smooth running of the course.

Student Services:

Students will be able to access all services offered at Chabot by visiting the campus.   Library services can also be utilized online through the library’s website.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:
Students that require assistance with disabilities will be able to use services in DSRC as available by Chabot for online courses.

Class Size & First Term to be Offered:

The standard limit for the class is 44 students.  The department plans to offer Bus 1A course online each Fall, Spring and Summer semesters. The department plans to offer this course first time in Spring 05.

