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Need/Justification
Historically, of all the Distance Education courses (telecourses) offered through an alternative format General Psychology 1 has been the most popular course enrolled by undergraduate students throughout the state.  However, because of the high cost of the rights to broadcast distant education courses, it is quite timely to increase Psychology 1 course offerings to an additional alternative teaching format (on-line) while decreasing the cost to both the student and to Chabot College.  To date, Chabot College offers only one on-line Psychology 1 course per semester, and has always maintained full enrollment. 

Course Content Delivery
 The General Psychology 1 course will be delivered exclusively over the Internet via Chabot’s server using Blackboard as the course management tool.  Internet activity will involve reading assignments from traditional textbooks and on-line instructional materials, locating academically accountable web sites related to course topics, viewing appropriate web sites provided by the instructor.  Students will communicate with each other by Blackboard synchronous electronic features (i.e., classroom chat, discussion board threads).  Students will communicate with instructor via Discussion Board thread replies and e-mail.  The combined activities in this course will involve students for three academic hours (three-semester unit course) along with normal class readings and study preparation time necessary to discuss course materials.   

Nature and Frequency of Instructor-Student Interaction
 Students will be accessing learning materials on the Chabot College Blackboard system via the Internet, submitting materials via the discussion board and e-mail questions/responses to the instructor.  Feedback will also be provided to students by the instructor via Blackboard replies and e-mail.  Students will be required to provide instructor feedback related to web sites assigned, reading materials assigned, and visual resources required for viewing.  Feedback will be provided via the Discussion Board in Blackboard and e-mail.  The instructor will hold regularly scheduled “office hours” during the week for immediate Blackboard and e-mail replies for students.   

Asynchronous Format Example
 Students will be asked to discuss some of their assignments via the discussion thread.  Each assignment will have a discussion objective.  After conducting their objectives, at their own convenience, they are expected to share via the discussion thread.  

Topic: What abilities do good thinkers possess? 

Reading:  Chapter 8, Thinking and Intelligence, Psychology: Core Concepts, (Fifth Edition), Zimbardo, Johnson, and Weber, 2006. 

Discussion:  Students will be asked to share via discussion thread their summary of findings and/or what did they learned about themselves.  They will also be asked to respond to one student’s comments.

Assignments and Methods of Evaluation
 The following grading chart will be provided on the on-line syllabus: 

360 to 400 points = A grade (90% and above)

320 to 359 points = B grade (80% to 89%)

280 to 319 points = C grade (70% to 79%)

240 to 279 points = D grade (60% to 69%)

239 points and below = F grade (59% and below) 

The Final grade will be based on accumulated points on chapter quizzes, reading assignments, book report, on-line class participation, mid-term and final examination.  All assignments will be submitted on time.  Points assigned for each writing assignment will be based on the quality of work submitted.   

Students will be accessing learning materials on Chabot College’s Blackboard course management system via the Internet, submitting materials via discussion board threads and e-mail to the instructor.  Feedback will be provided to students by the instructor via thread replies and e-mails.  Students will be required to provide instructor feedback related to web sites assigned, reading materials assigned, and visual resources required for viewing.  Exams and quizzes can be posted on Blackboard.  

Technical Support  
 All students will be required to have the following software: (1) Windows 2000 (or higher) Operating System or Macintosh OS 9.0 (or higher) (2) A compatible version of either Netscape Navigator or Internet Explorer Web Browser and (3) Microsoft Word 97 (or higher version) that will run the Blackboard Course Management System.  The hardware required to run these programs is listed for each respective program.  The Windows Operating System comes installed on any PC machine and the Macintosh OS comes installed on Macintosh computers.  Both Netscape Navigator and Internet Explorer are available for download free of charge on-line.   

Student Services
 Students enrolled in the On-line Psychology 1 course will have the same access to Chabot College on-campus resources that all enrolled students have.  Students will have access to campus academic counseling, financial aid, and other support services available to all enrolled Chabot College students.  

Textbooks are currently available through the Chabot College bookstore and will be identical to those used for the instructor’s traditional classroom-based course in General Psychology 1.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities
 To insure the accessibility of the web site, it will be e-mailed to the DSRC Alternative Media Specialist or Program Coordinator for review.  Also, the use of graphics for those who are visually impaired will be minimized.   

Class Size and First Term to be Offered
 35 Students 

· Fall 2007 
· Spring 2008
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