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These questions are meant to provide you, our faculty colleagues, a framework for your Distance Education Curriculum Proposal. These are guidelines, not mandates. Much of this emerged from an Academic Senate for California Community Colleges white paper, available in our resource area. We believe careful and thorough consideration of these issues will improve not just your proposal, but also your entire course design. Please feel free to elaborate where you think most important. Note: Please click on File, Save As to save this form as a document, so you can work on it and submit it electronically to the DE Curriculum Support Committee chair. 

Each proposal or existing course, if delivered by distance education, shall be separately reviewed and approved by the curriculum committee prior to being offered. (Ed Code 55378) 
  

Course Title & Number: Computer Literacy (CSCI 8) - Online


Faculty Name:  Wanda Wong

Need/Justification 

Computer Science discipline is currently facing a low enrollment issue. Given the declining enrollment problem continued with sections been canceled even after offering fewer courses, the department feels that it need to make extra efforts to make courses as convenient and accessible as possible. Distance Education will be one way to increase enrollments by bringing the course to the students instead of them coming to class on campus.
Computer Science is all about Technology; it just makes sense to offer a course like Computer Literacy in an online format to train students to use that technology. This technology includes online course management systems, e-mail, discussion boards, mailing lists, hyperlinks to quality web sites, etc. These tools can work together to create an atmosphere that is equal or superior to a traditional classroom.
Our department cannot afford to ignore the competition. Colleges and universities around the country are developing strong and effective online courses for their CS department. Computer Science department in Chabot realize that distance learning is here to stay and will only increase in the future. We need to be part of that statistic. Not counting the 3 hybrid courses (CSCI 7, CSCI 14, and CSCI 19), we are currently only offering one course totally online (CSCI 41) in the entire department. We need to develop a few more online and hybrid courses; this CSCI 8 online will be a great start.
Although there are challenges in an online course, the opportunities offered by distance education outweigh the obstacles. Those challenges posed by distance education are countered by opportunities to:

· Reach a wider student audience.
· Meet the needs of students who are unable to be on campus.

· Provide shy students another form of interaction among peers. Communications are no longer only for the outspoken students; now they just need to think and type (backspace included).
· Link students from different social, cultural, economic, and experiential backgrounds.
Course Content Delivery 

CSCI 8 is a 3 unit course, now meeting on campus for approximately 72 hours. The proposed course will be composed as follow:
· Electures, PowerPoint presentations, Notes  – 25

· Lab assignments (using MyItLab software included by the publisher) - 30

· Weekly online quizzes – 8
· Discussion Board/Email communications – 5 

· Tests and final exam – 4

This course is being developed by using two course management systems: Blackboard currently hosted by Blackboard and MyItLab currently hosted by Prentice Hall Publisher.
Instructor will function effectively as a skilled facilitator as well as content provider.

Nature and Frequency of Instructor-Student Interactions

Teaching and studying at a distance can be as effective as traditional instruction, when the method and technologies used are appropriate to the instructional tasks, there is student-to-student interaction, and when there is timely teacher-to-student feedback.

There will be 4 orientations (Wednesday night, Thursday night, Friday day and night) scheduled during the first week of the semester to orient students to the course, the instructor, to each other and to the course management technology. These orientations are not mandatory sessions. But they will be noted in Blackboard and email to students to strongly encourage attendance especially if they are first time online students or are not familiar using a computer. At the orientations, besides going over the two online management systems (Blackboard and MyItLab); netiquette, time management and how to be a successful online student will also be addressed.
Announcement section of the blackboard will be used to address deadlines, give encouragements and place reminders.

Instructor will hold traditional office hours on campus and will contact students via email and phone as needed.
Assignments & Methods of Evaluation

Student will be evaluated as follow:

· Weekly quizzes to help students assess their understanding of the material.
· Lab assignments using MyItLab to learn computer systems, Microsoft Office applications and the Internet.
· Several tests and one final exam.
· Discussion Board participation is part of the course requirement and will be noted by the instructor

Discussions will be carried out in the “Discussion Board”. For example, students may be assigned to participate in a whole class discussion where they can post a question or post a response to a question.
Technical Support

Support services offered by ITC staff and Blackboard administrator will be used.

Student Services

Students enrolled in this online course will have the same access to Chabot College student resources as all enrolled students have. Library services can also be utilized online through the library’s website.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

Blackboard has accessibility feature to accommodate students with disabilities. Students that require assistance with disabilities can also use services in DSRC as available by Chabot.

Class Size & First Term to be offered

Class size will be 35 and the department plans to offer this course first time in spring 2008.

