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Course Title & Number: PSCN 18 – Transfer Planning

Faculty Name: Tram Vo-Kumamoto
Course Delivery Method:

 ■ Online (all instruction is online; campus orientations/assessments may be included)
 ⁫ Hybrid online (instruction occurs both online and on campus)
 ⁫ Telecourse

 ⁫ Other (please describe)

First Semester To Be Offered: Spring 2008 


1. 
Need/Justification 

To provide accessibility to students who could benefit from this course but whose work schedule, family responsibilities, etc. restrict their ability to take the course on–campus. Therefore the flexibility of the on-line format, using the Internet and email will allow students more freedom to pursue independent learning and within their own time needs. They will be able to review materials more often, if needed.  Individual interaction with the instructor affords the opportunity to address specific questions. All students should be afforded the opportunity to take a course that is designed to assist first-time, returning, and re-entry students in the transfer process and help will ease their transition from a community college to a 4-year college or university and maximize their successful matriculation towards their career and academic goals.

2.
Course Content Delivery 

The content will be delivered exclusively over the Internet via Chabot’s server using Blackboard as the course management tool. Internet activity will involve reading on-line instructional materials, locating academically accountable web sites related to course topics, viewing appropriate web sites provided by the instructor and critiquing the content of web sites, both academically accountable and non-academically accountable. Students will communicate with each other by Blackboard synchronous features (electronic classroom/chat) and/or asynchronous features (discussion board threads). Students will communicate with instructor via Discussion Board thread replies and email. The combined activities in this course will occupy students for one academic hour per week (1/2 semester unit course) plus the normal two or more hours of preparation and study usually associated with collegiate level instruction.

3. 
Nature and Frequency of Instructor-Student Interactions

It is anticipated students will submit written comments, assignments, and/or analyses to the instructor on a weekly basis, usually multiple times per week. Students will communicate with instructor via Discussion Board thread replies and email.

Students will communicate with each other by Blackboard synchronous features (electronic classroom/chat) and/or asynchronous features (discussion board threads). The following are two examples of possible course activities that could be incorporated into the curriculum:

Asynchronous Format Example:

Students will be asked to share their assignment via the discussion thread. Each assignment will have a discussion objective. After conducting their discussion objective, at their own convenience, they are expected to do a one-page summary.
Topic: Introduction (Conocimiento) Exercise 

Readings: None

Discussion: Students will be asked to connect with one student. They will be provided a set of questions to facilitate the discussion. The students will introduce each other to the rest of the class via the discussion thread. Each student will be asked to submit a one-page summary of the experience and what they learned including information they solicited from the questions provided. Some of the questions can include sharing personal experiences, background, goals and objectives, previous educational experiences, etc. They will also be asked to share via the discussion thread in order to help create cohesiveness among the group. No two students can interview the same student.  Students will connect via the discussion thread in order to complete the assignment.

The interactions will facilitate student learning by permitting students to share their educational and career goals and their favorite class in college and why. This activity will help in the group dynamics process that normally occurs in the on-campus class.

Asynchronous Format Example:
Students will be asked to share their assignments via the discussion thread. Each assignment will have a discussion objective. After completing their discussion objective, they will be expected to share it via the discussion thread. 

Students will be given a reading assignment related to the topic of discussion. Students will be asked to reflect on themselves and past experiences with library research. They will be instructed to do complete a library assignment using the campus library and/or going to the Library Home Page: http://www.chabotcollege.edu/Library/. Students will write a worksheet that will include questions provided by instructor. Then share some of their findings with the rest of the class via a discussion board thread. 
Topic: Library Research
Reading: Instructional materials for this course include videotapes, resources from both on and off campus, reference books and handouts.  There is no required textbook, but many resources will be available online.

Discussion: Students will be asked to share via discussion thread their summary of findings and/or things they learned from assignment and to one student’s posting. 
Students will be expected to complete assignments on time and submit assignments on time, per grading rubric noted above. It is expected instructor and student will have interaction weekly by the methodologies noted above. Students failing to submit assignments on time and/or communicate with instructor/other students as directed will be contacted via their email address provided by students.

Students will access learning materials on Chabot’s Blackboard course management system via the Internet, submitting materials via discussion board threads and email to the instructor. Feedback will be provided to students by the instructor via thread replies and emails. Students will reply to survey instruments designed by instructor and posted to Blackboard. Students will be required to provide instructor feedback related to web sites assigned, reading materials assigned, and visual resources required for viewing. Feedback can easily be provided via the Discussion Board threads in Blackboard and email on a 24/7 basis, making it easier for student input. Exams and quizzes can be posted on Blackboard. 
4. 
Assignments & Methods of Evaluation

See below Grading Rubric for grade, point distribution, and evaluation of student achievement. This chart will be provided in the Blackboard Syllabus for students.

PSCN 18 On-Line Grading Rubrics:

Final Grade earned will be based on accumulated points on assigned writing assignments, quizzes, midterm and final. All assignments will be submitted on time. Points assigned to each writing assignment will be based on the quality of work submitted. Quizzes, mid-term and final exams will be given.
A 400 – 360 

B 359 – 320 

C 319 – 280
D 279 – 240 

F  Below 240
5. 
Technology
Designing PSCN 18 (On-line) must take into account the broad range of skill sets of potential students will bring to the computer screen and NOT overwhelm the novice NOR totally bore the expert. In order for all students enrolling in this on-line course to be able to handle the technology independently, initial design and flow is key to the course’s success. Based on my experience with online courses I can see how it can cause students unnecessary frustration. 

Currently the IT staff at Chabot College appears adequate to support this course. However, it is important to design curriculum that minimizes extensive use of graphics programs, download speeds, and require expensive software investments by my students. These issues are based on the demographics and income of many Chabot College students and the many students who do not own state-of-the-art hardware systems. The IT staff has indicated their willingness and interest in supporting on-line educational offerings at Chabot College. Library personnel are available for input via the Chabot College library web page. Students without their own computers can use any computer lab on campus, most notable the new lab in the library to complete course requirements. Finally, the instructor will identify adequate print materials, on-line resources and Blackboard resources. 
6.
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

To insure the accessibility of the web site, it will be emailed to the DSRC Alternative Media Specialist or coordinator for review. In addition, I will minimize the use graphics in the course. In addition, in the course overview students will asked to contact to request additional accommodations if needed. 
7.
Input from Colleagues and Administrators
As you develop your proposal and build your course, please consult with your colleagues and do some background research, including the following:
■ Meet with Instructional Designer for initial consultation and Blackboard training.   

Date(s) completed: Fall 2007
■ Review of similar courses elsewhere. Are similar courses offered at other colleges? No   

     
If so, note the college(s).
■ Meet with your Division Dean and subdivision colleagues to secure preliminary support for offering this course via Distance Education.  Date completed: Spring 2007
■ Consult with other faculty experienced in DE.  With whom did you consult?  

     
Carey Harbin and Melva Garcia 
 Date completed: Spring 2007
■ Review your completed plan with your subdivision colleagues.  Attach on a separate
   page: listing attendees, meeting date, and a summary of the recommendations or
   reservations of your division/subdivision. None, Staff Meeting Spring 2007
8.  Submit your proposal (electronic version via email and hard copy via campus mail to the
     Chair of the DE Committee)

Faculty signature:  _______________________________     Date:   _______________

Division Dean’s signature:  __________________________    Date:  ________________
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