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Course Title & Number: Preparing for the TEAS examination      Nursing 87


Faculty Name:  Nancy Cowan
Course Delivery Method:

⁫  Online (all instruction is online; campus orientations/assessments may be included)

⁫X  Hybrid online (instruction occurs both online and on campus)

⁫  Telecourse

⁫  Other (please describe)

First Semester To Be Offered: Spring 2008

1. 
Need/Justification 

· What is the intent in offering the course by distance education? 
This course was offered in the “traditional fashion” on campus last spring.  Several students found it difficult to arrange their class schedules/work schedules to attend the class.  Distance education using the hybrid model would meet their needs for flexibility in getting the necessary information.

· The hybrid course will prepare those applicants eligible for selection into the nursing program for the required test used in the final selection process.

· The course will permit those students whose schedule does not permit attendance at the times the course is offered.
·   What student needs will this offering meet?  
Prospective nursing students are now required to take the ATI “TEAS” test and pass it at 67% aggregate in order to be enrolled in the nursing program.  (This test is an excellent predictor of student success in nursing programs and has been approved by the California Chancellor’s Office)
· Are there learning opportunities made possible in a distance education course that might not be available in a traditional course? 
The opportunity to have dialogue with other candidates in a non-threatening environment is perhaps the most important one.  I tried this in a traditional class and it went over well, but I wasn’t able to set aside enough time for the exchange of information to really “satiate” the students

2. Course Content Delivery 

· Describe the distance education modalities used to deliver the course content and provide an approximate schedule of the time allocated to each modality.  
Assigned readings from the internet regarding test-taking, study skills, and time management encompass about ¼ (2 hours) of the course content (objectives).  

· Information about successful test-taking and studying habits will be assigned and discussed in chat rooms.  It will also include on-line, non-proctored testing designed to assist the student in preparing for the actual proctored testing day(s)  This testing will approximate 2 hours of student time.
Reviewing and responding to the questions posed in the PowerPoint slides encompass about ¼ (2 hours) of the course and would consist of questions to discuss in the assigned “chat” room participation (these questions would be related to the reading and to the responses to the test items in the prep booklet).

Students will also take an on-line, proctored test, before taking the actual proctored test, and will be assigned to bring the test results with them when they come to take the test on campus.
· What percentage of the course will be on-campus, if any?  
Approximately ¼ of the course (3 hours) will be spent on campus taking the TEAS test.  The test is three hours or less in length, depending on the student’s preparation and academic background.
· What percentage of the course will consist of online lecture, video, email, web, CD-ROM, etc.?  
· On campus proctored TEAS testing.  (2-3 hours)

· On campus follow-up referrals for those students who do not meet the criterion of “67%” on the exam.  (1 hour)

· Note that the total number of contact hours should approximate the equivalent number of hours required in an on-campus setting.  Account for those hours in your proposal.  This is a 0.5 unit course and consists of 9 hours.  I believe the content outlined above (in previous sections of #2) is consistent with a “traditional” 0.5 unit course.
3. 
Nature and Frequency of Instructor-Student Interactions

· Provide examples of course components taught using distance education technology.  One example is the time management assignment.  Students review suggestions for managing time in a rigorous course.  Students are then asked to complete a journal listing the time they spend during the week (working, studying, preparing meals, sleeping, etc.)  In the chat room they will discuss their findings and cite examples from the reading that they feel would help them manage the time in a healthy manner.  The instructor will participate in the chat room at appointed times.  Questions will be posed by the instructor to help students problem-solve using critical thinking skills. 

· Describe the number and frequency of interaction for students making satisfactory progress   There will be required participation at least twice a week in the chat rooms.  In a short course with such a low unit (0.5) such as this, 2-3 times a week participation should suffice in completing the desired objectives.  
· Intervention when students are at-risk of dropping or failing due to poor performance or participation  Instructor will contact student by e-mail or telephone if participation is not taking place.  If needed, instructor will request a face-to-face meeting.  Often face-to-face on a 1:1 basis is helpful to the student struggling with whatever issues are getting in the way of success.  It may be that the student is not a “fan” of DE and “misses” the direct instructor contact.  It also demonstrates to the student that the instructor is personally interested in him/her.
· For each type of interaction listed above, describe why you believe it will be effective for this particular curriculum and delivery model. (see above)
· Describe how the interactions will facilitate student learning and how students will benefit from the DE modalities selected.  As was stated at the beginning of this proposal, the student will be afforded flexibility in completing the course work.  Because the course isn’t offered until mid-Spring semester (or slightly later), students generally have registered for other classes that frequently conflict.  Further, students can’t “plan” to take the course until they are notified in early April as to whether or not they were selected for nursing program enrollment.  This way, it won’t interfere with other classes, overlaps, and/or work schedules.
It is also important that these individuals begin to learn to develop their own techniques for problem-solving managing anxiety in test-taking situations and in thinking through issues that confront them.  Talking with others in a chat room, combined with the assigned readings and projects should benefit them.
4.
Nature and Frequency of Student-Student Interactions

· Describe opportunities in your course for student to student interaction.  This may include discussions, group projects, peer review of assignments, and other approaches.  At this point, assigning specific questions to be discussed in chat rooms, sharing what works for them and what doesn’t work are basically the techniques planned for use in this course.
5. 
Assignments & Methods of Evaluation

· List the criteria that will be used to substantiate student learning, and describe the methods of evaluating student progress.  

· Completing a journal of activities for a week, using a grid provided in course materials.
· Listing two ideas to resolve issues surrounding time management that are “research” based or suggested in articles obtained on-line and explaining why the ideas would likely “work” for them.  Submitting these ideas (along with the completed grid) to the instructor.
· Participating at least twice a week in the chat room discussion questions.
· Completion of the on-line “non-proctored” test and submitting it when coming to campus to take the proctored test.
· Describe planned interactions and evaluations to ensure participation and verification of student learning that permit timely instructor intervention.

· In addition to information outlined above, the instructor will communicate on line with each student individually at the end of each week and give a “progress” report.  If needed, a face-to-face appointment will be scheduled.
6. Technology

· Describe any special software or multimedia tools you plan to utilize in your course (PowerPoint, Articulate, Camtasia, Flash, pod casts or other audio, etc.).  This is helpful to determine technology support needs.
· PowerPoint slides which will be available for students to download and use for discussion.
7. Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

· Describe how you will accommodate students with disabilities. For a telecourse, is the video close-captioned?  If you plan to use any multimedia (video, podcasts, specialized software), is that accessible to your students in terms of both software availability at home and on campus and accessible for students with disabilities? 

· Pencil and paper tests and additional time for the proctored TEAS test will be available for those with documented disabilities as verified by the DSRC
· Non-proctored exams can be taken with no time limits and can be arranged to be completed in the DSRC

8.
Input from Colleagues and Administrators
As you develop your proposal and build your course, please consult with your colleagues and do some background research, including the following:

⁫  Meet with Instructional Designer for initial consultation and Blackboard training.   

     Date(s) completed:  August 27, 2008
· I am familiar with Blackboard and currently use it in other courses.

⁫  Review of similar courses elsewhere.  Are similar courses offered at other colleges?    

     If so, note the college(s).  California State University-East Bay may offer a TEAS “prep” testing package, but I do not believe they offer it on-line.
⁫  Meet with your Division Dean and subdivision colleagues to secure preliminary  

     support for offering this course via Distance Education.  Date completed:  September 11, 2007
⁫  Consult with other faculty experienced in DE.  With whom did you consult?  

     ____Desmond Chun  ________________.  Date completed:   August 28, 2007
Charlotte Lofft



Date completed:  August 20, 2008
⁫  Review your completed plan with your subdivision colleagues.  Attach a separate page 
     listing attendees, meeting date, and a summary of the recommendations or 
     reservations of your division/subdivision.

Date:  September 12, 2008.  (nursing faculty meeting).  See attached.
8.
Submit your proposal (electronic version via email and hard copy via campus mail

             to the chair of the DE Committee)

Faculty signature:  _______________________________     Date:   _______________

Division Dean signature:  __________________________    Date:  ________________
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