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NETWORKING
ACADEMY



Chabot College

Cisco Networking Academy I

Preparations

Read the November 3, 2000 Infoworld article: Broadband for business: DSL or cable?
As you read, take care to identify:

· differences in technology

· strengths of each

· weaknesses or criticisms of each

Assignment

You are an network technician in a small business of employees.  Your boss, Sarah Hastings, wants you to connect the company's Ethernet network to the internet using high-speed services, and she is seeking your advice about the strengths and weaknesses of the low-cost broadband technologies: DSL and cable modem service.  Specifically, she wants you to write a brief background paper to answer these questions:

1. Technology.

· Are both DSL and cable service usable technologies for our business?  
(Does any consideration rule out one or the other?)

· Are both DSL and cable compatible with the company's Ethernet network?  

· Which uses a "shared network" technology?  Which is "point-to-point"?

2. Performance.  

· Which offers best performance?  Why? 

· How does the internet activity of other subscribers affect performance?  Why?

3. Distance Limitations.  

· Is performance or availability affected by distance from the Internet Service Provider's Office?

4. Installation.  

· Which offers simpler installation?  Why? 

5. Security. 

· Which offers better security?  Why?

· What are the security issues?

Write a memo to your boss and include a short paragraph on each of the above five topics.   Remember to use the standard format for business memos and keep the length to about a page (at 10 point text size).   Close the memo with your personal preference or recommendation, and offer to meet with your boss to discuss the issues further, if she wishes.

Print your memo & turn it in for extra credit.

END  

DSL vs Cable - Bonus Assignment
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