Syllabus: Philosophy 1: Man, Nature, and God
Mon/Wed 
1-2:15 pm

Contact

Instructor: Patricia Shannon


Email: pshannon@chabotcollege.edu
Telephone: 510-723-6845
Course Requirements

1. Two Exams.  Each worth 20% of grade.  All exams are open book and open note.  There will be 10 questions, students will answer any 5, worth 20 points each.  Answers should be complete yet concise.  Midterm Exam will be taken in class on Oct. 15.  The Final Exam will be will be taken from 12-2 PM on Monday, Dec. 15.  The midterm will cover materials assigned during the first half of the class.  The final covers materials assigned since the midterm. 
2. Blackboard exercises/participation, 50% of grade.  All students will be enrolled in an online intranet (Blackboard).  Each week there will be an exercise, response, reading, or other activity.  Students will log on and complete the activity.  
3. Outside reading/viewing assignment Paper.  Contribution to grade 10%.  Students will choose and read a book or play or view a film.  Students may choose a text/film from the suggested reading list or another book/film/play (instructor approved).  How would any one of the philosophers discussed think about  this book, play, or film.  Due at any time prior to Dec. 4.  Key grading criteria: identify philosopher and at least one key insight this philosopher would bring to the book, play, or film.  You must use the text, both explanation and primary readings to support the insight.  List of approved readings attached.  

Book and Source Materials

Lovers of Wisdom by Daniel Kolak
Grading Policies 

Work is expected to be the student’s or to be appropriately cited.  Acts of God, illnesses, or other catastrophes must be documented.  In-class behavior, honor questions, as well as drops and withdrawals, will be handled as specified in the college handbook.  Attendance is expected.  Students will find it difficult, if not impossible, to get high grades in this class without regular attendance.  All written work may be submitted via Blackboard or in class.  Unless personal circumstances make it impossible, the assignments should be typed, using 12 point type, double-spacing, and 1-inch margins.  Do not use cover pages.  Work that does not meet “college” standards will be subject to rewrite and revision.  There will be no effect to your grade for this rewrite cycle.  

I will accept late work under these conditions:  if it is due before the midterm, then the cut-off for that work is the day of the midterm; if it is due between the midterm and final, it is due on or before Dec. 12.  This specifically applies to all Blackboard assignments.  

Week by Week Outline

Text1 = Ethics and College Student Life
Text2=Moral Philosophy through the Ages


Week 1
Aug. 18-20—A Point of Departure

Monday: Review of the Syllabus
Wednesday:  Thinking and talking about philosophy
Reading: p. 1-5

Week 2
Aug.  25-27 — Socrates and Plato

Monday: Lecture: Plato
Wednesday: Small Group Exercise, The Myth of the Cave
Reading: Section 2, p. 75-97

Week 3 
Sept. 1-3 — Aristotle
Monday: No class, Labor Day Holiday
Wednesday: Lecture  & Small Group Exercise, Metaphysics, p 100-104
Reading: Section 3, 98-111

Week 4
Sept. 8-10 — Epicureans, Stoics, and Skeptics

Monday: Lecture: Three Blind Mice?
Wednesday:  Small Group Exercise: Which would I rather be?
Reading: Section 4, 112-124

Week 5
Sept. 15-17— The Medievals

Monday: Lecture, The Medieval Synthesis
Wednesday:  Small Group Exercise: God and Human Nature
Reading:  Section 7, 167-177

Week 6
Sept. 22-24 —Descartes
Monday: Lecture: Sensory Deprivation
Wednesday:  Small Group Exercise: Getting Myself out of the Oven
Reading:  Section 10, 224-231, 234-251

Week 7
Sept. 29-Oct. 1 — Spinoza

Monday: Lecture
Wednesday:  Small Group Exercise: A different God and human nature?
Reading:  Section 11

Week 8
Oct. 6-8 — Locke/Hume

Monday: Lecture (Locke and Hume)
Wednesday: Philosophy of playing pool (with your eyes open)
Reading: p. 284-189, Section 15

Week 9 
Oct. 13-15 — Midterm 

Monday: Review
Wednesday: Wednesday 

Week 10
Oct. 20-22 —Kant
 Monday: Kant do it?
Wednesday:  Small groups: three faculties and how they work (metaphysically)
Reading:  Section 16, p. 342-357
Week 11
Oct. 27-29 — Hegel
Monday: Lecture: Another Idealist
Wednesday: Constructing a world historically
Reading: p. 374-385
Week 12
Nov. 3-5 — Marx

Monday: Lecture
Wednesday: Group Exercise: our very own fantasy land
Reading:  p. 432-439

Week 13
Nov. 10-12— Darwin and Freud

Monday: No class, Veteran’s Day Holiday
Wednesday: Lecture
Reading: Supplemental reading provided (see Blackboard to download)

Week 14
Nov. 17-19 — Kierkegaard/Nietzsche

Monday: Lecture
Wednesday: Small Group Work 
Reading:  Section 18, p. 396-413

Week 15
Nov. 24-26 — Husserl
Monday: Lecture 
Wednesday: Thanksgiving, no class
Reading: Section 21, 480-483

Week 16
Dec. 1-3 —Sartre

Monday: Lecture
Wednesday: What would an authentic life look like? 
Reading: Section 21, p. 488-492 

Week 17
Dec. 8-10 — Review via film


Monday: Waking Life
Wednesday: complete film and discuss 

Final Exam completed Monday, December 15, 12-2 PM
Books/Plays for Outside Reading/Viewing Assignment

Abbot, Edwin, Flatland

Achebe, Chinua, Things Fall Apart, Arrow of God

Akutagawa, Ryuosuke, Rashomon (directed by Kurasawa); book, play, video

Albee, Edward, Tiny Alice

The Analects of Confucius

Andrews, Lynn, Medicine Woman

Aristotle, Nichomachean Ethics 

Aristophanes, The Clouds (play)

Atwood, Margaret, The Handmaid’s Tale 

Augustine of Hippo, Confessions

The Autobiography of Malcom X (as told to Alex Hailey)

Azimov, Isaac, The Foundation Trilogy

Becket, Samuel, Waiting for Godot (play)

Bok, Sissela, Lying: Moral Choice in Public and Private Life

Bova, Ben, Multiple Man

Branico, Margery Williams, The Velveteen Rabbit

Buber, Martin, I and Thou

Calvin, William H.  The Cerebral Symphony: Seashore Reflections of the Structure of Consciousness

Camus, Albert, The Plague, The Stranger, The Rebel

Capra, Tritjof, The Tao of Physics

Castenada, Carlos, The Teachings of Don Juan

Card, Orson Scott, Ender’s Game

Carroll, Lewis, Alice in Wonderland, Through the Looking Glass

Churchland, Patricia Smith, Neurophilosophy: Towards a Unified Science of the mind-brain

Cook, Robin, Flatliners

De Beauvoir, Simone, the Second Sex

Descartes, Rene, Discourse on Method, Meditations

Dillard, Annie, Holy the Firm

Eco, Umberto, The Name of the Rose

Foucault, Michel, Madness and Civilization

Derrida, Writing and Difference

Dowling, John E.  Neurons and Networks: An Introduction to Neuroscience

Dubois, W.E.B., The Souls of Black folk

Endo, Shusaku, Silence

Gibson, William, Neuromancer

Gilman, Charlotte Perkins, Herland, The Yellow Wallpaper (also video)

Golding, William, The Lord of the Flies

Hanha, Thich Nhat, **The Heart of the Buddha’s Teaching, Peace in Every Step (or any of his works)

Hawking, Stephen, A Brief History of Time

Hegel, G.W.F., Reason in History

Heidegger, Martin, Being and Time

Herrigel, Eugen, Zen in the Art of Archery

Hobbes, Thomas, Leviathan

Hobson, J. Allan, The Dreaming Brain

Hume, David, Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion

Huxley, Aldous, Brave New World

James, Henry, “The Real Thing” in The Real Thing and Other Tales, The American Novels, The Stories of Henry James

Kafka, Franz, “A Hunger Artist,” in The Complete Stories and Parables

Kant, Immanuael, Foundations of the Metaphysics of Morals, Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics

Kawabata, Yasunari, The Master of Go

Kazantzakis, Nikos, The Last Temptation of Christ, Zorba the Greek (film and book)

Kierkegaard, Fear and Trembling

Kuhn, Thomas, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions

L’Engle, Madeline, A Wrinkle in Time

LeGuin, Ursula, The Lefthand of Darkness

Machiavelli, Niccolo, The Prince

Moral Traditions of Abundant Life

Marcus Aurelius, Meditations

Mead, Margaret, Coming of Age in Samoa

Mitchell, Stephen, Tao Te Ching

Mill, John Stuart, Utilitarianism

Miller, Arthur, Death of a Salesman (play)

Morrison, Tony, Beloved, Song of Solomon

Nietzsche, Friedrich, any text

Oe, Kenzaburo, A Quiet Life

O’Neill, Eugene, Mourning Becomes Electra (play)

Ornstein, Robert, The Evolution of Consciousness: Of Darwin, Freud and Cranial Fire—The Origins of the Way We Think

Orwell, George, 1984, Animal Farm

Penrose, Roger, The Emperor’s New Mind: Concerning Computers, Minds, and the Laws of Physics

Plato, The Symposium, The Republic

Saint, H.F., Memoirs of an Invisible Man

Sartre, Jean-Paul, No Exit (play), The Wall and Other Stories, The Victors (in Three Plays), Being and Nothingness

Shakespeare, As You Like It, Tempest

Soseki, any text

Stoppard, Tom, The Real Thing, Rosenkrantz and Gildenstern are Dead (play, video)

Suzuki, D.T. any of his works on zen.

Teresa of Avila, The Life of St. Teresa of Avila

Thoreau, Walden, Civil Disobedience

Walker, Alice, The Color Purple

Wolf, Thomas, The Bonfire of the Vanities

Wolff, Virginia, Orlando, A Room of One’s Own (also video)

Updike, John, Roger’s Version

Voltaire, Candide

Vonnegut, Kurt, Slaughterhouse Five

West, Cornell, Race Matters

Yalom, Irven, When Nietzche Wept

Zukav, Gary, The Dancing Wu Li Masters: An Overview of the New Physics

Films

Anna to the Infinite Power

*eauty and the Beast (Cocteau, 1946)

Blade Runner

*he Boys from Brazil

Breaker Morant

The Caine Mutiny

The Crying Game

Clockwork Orange

The Gods Must Be Crazy

The Graduate

High Noon

Inherit the Wind

Little Buddha

Mindwalk

Oh God

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest

Pulp Fiction

Schindler’s List

Short Circuit

Sophie’s Choice

Star Wars

Total Recall

12 Angry Men

2001: A Space Odyssey

Akutagawa, Ryuosuke, Rashomon (directed by Kurasawa) video

The Handmaid’s Tale 

Flatliners

The Name of the Rose

The Yellow Wallpaper 

The Lord of the Flies

The Last Temptation of Christ

Zorba the Greek 

Rosenkrantz and Gildenstern are Dead 

The Color Purple

The Bonfire of the Vanities

Orlando

The Second Coming 

Brazil

All Quiet on the Western Front

The Ox-Bow Incident

What Dreams May Come 
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