Hidden in Plain View

This is an exercise in creative writing.  You have read Frederick Douglass and you know that he ran away.  His journey to freedom was a difficult one and his story is known to you.  Now picture Hidden in Plain View was his guide.  It is your manual.  There should be no doubt that Douglass was aware of some of the story told by Ms. Ozella.  Now it is your turn to write it down.  In essence you are about to become the griot to help take Douglass across the Jordan and into the promised-land.  You are about to write a tale that utilizes what you learned from the book and apply it to Frederick Douglass.  

You know that Douglass was committed to escape.  We know he did not read Hidden in Plain View, but we are assuming he knows the story passed down from his ancestors.  We are assuming it for the purposes of this assignment.  I want you to begin by telling his story and how the spirituals taught him about the promised-land.  Moreover, he knew about the music-verses and sounds of freedom-and he prepared for with attention to details his escape.  This is part of the story you will tell.  Remember you are a griot-the storyteller-and this is your freedom story.   Slaves were not allowed to read-though we know Douglass learned-and so the oral tradition played a key part in his escape.  Use some ideas about that oral tradition in your tale.  Since Douglass prepared for this journey, he knew about the quilts and you will incorporate that, too, into your story.   

The quilts played the central role in the road to freedom.  You have a host of material from HIPV that helps you to understand their importance.  You are going to write about the usage of quilt symbolism in this tale.  Now this should help you to understand your assignment.  Here is what I want to see in your paper:

1. You are the griot.  Tell a tale to the eager Frederick Douglass.  Use the oral tradition and talk about freedom.  Douglass will need to know the stories, perhaps about the constellations or some African mythology to help him in his journey.  HIPV has plenty of sources.  You decide.

2. Douglass listened to the singing of the slaves and had some thoughts about those songs.  Here in this story, you are assuming he was much more in touch with the symbolic character and hidden meanings in their verses.  I want you to incorporate this into your tale.

3. Finally, he knew the inherent dangers of the journey.  He prepared well.  The time would come to flee.  He waited for the signs and answered the call.  He left.  Discuss this process using the quilts as his source of information.  

4. Conclude with his arrival in freedom’s land.  He made it and it was a source of inspiration to others who would follow.  Simply end your tale with the legacy of Frederick Douglass and his life as warrior for justice and freedom for everyone.

This assignment is typed and double spaced.  It is a creative exercise in telling a tale and HIPV is your bible for that escape.  Your study guide should help you, if you took notes.  Your paper is due November 30 at the end of the day and it is worth 50 points.

