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      The Grapes of Wrath and In Dubious Battle
The Grapes of Wrath is more than the story of the Joads.  This is tale of personal struggles and transformations.  The plight of migrants is well documented, but there are more profound messages throughout the story.  Steinbeck’s story opens with Preacher Casy and Tom Joad, who both troubled and yet in different ways.  You will discover their demons and ultimately their rebirth.  Once we have completed the American Playhouse production, you have a writing assignment based upon one of the following:
1. Preacher Casy abandoned the call for specific reason(s).  Follow him and explain why he quit preaching and how his new calling is in keeping with the revelation that changed his life.

2. Upon his early parole from prison, Tom Joad returned home.  The Joad’s tragedy has a profound impact upon his life.  Preacher Casy’s influence and the events that take the family to California transform Tom’s life.  How do events educate him and what is the role of Casy. 

Whichever question you elect to write about, conclude the essay with what you believe the character’s function is in Steinbeck’s novel.  The paper is due April 17/18.
Meanwhile you should begin to read In Dubious Battle.  As you read IDB, here is a list of questions that you should pay close attention.  They are for discussion purpose later and will enable you to write an essay on the novel. 

1.  What are the roles of Jim, Mac, Doc and the men in this novel?
2.  Explain communist ideology and its role in the Great Depression.

3.  Do workers have the rights to organize?  Strike?  How would growers respond?

4.  Why did people like Jim associate with the party?

5.  What was an organizers job?  Describe their tactics?  Who resisted and why?

6.  What groups were members of the migrant farmers in the 30's?  How did the depression alter dynamics?

7.  Were the interests of small and large growers identical?  Why did they ally with one another?

8.  Do you think the battle was dubious?  Explain.

9.  Steinbeck is respected today.  He was not a giant in his lifetime.  What changed?

