Word on Media


Media USA
A democratic society depends upon a reliable, objective and verifiable source(s) for information.  The First Amendment protects the right of a free press, but how free and who controls the information?  Our destination ends with answers to these and other important questions.  

Your task is to work in groups and investigate major foreign policy issues facing the nation at the beginning of this new century.  I have defined four channels for this assignment:  channels 1-4.  You are a member of one channel.  The task is to investigate the news and journalism in Middle East and beyond:  Israel and Palestine, Syria and Iran, Iraq and Afghanistan and The Arabian Peninsula.  There are four sources-hence channels and regional interest-to scrutinized:  print, online, television and radio media.  Here are some relevant sources to consider:

	Television
	Online
	Radio
	Newspaper
	Misc

	PBS
	
	KGO
	
	

	CNN
	
	KPFA
	
	

	ABC or CBS
	
	KQED
	
	

	FOX
	
	
	
	


Beginning the week of February 5 and ending February 26, each channel accepts the responsibility of monitoring the press.  Each channel receives a region and a print media to examine.  The channel decides how to monitor and report back regularly for discussion.  There are updates-discussed and debated-every Tuesday/Wednesday through the month.  Your channel asks the questions concerning the media and region.  I require the following from you for this assignment:

First, you will follow the above guidelines and gather info from and about your sources.  I volunteered to examine the relationship concerning Israel and Palestine (there were no takers).  Examine and compare these two sites and explain the differences: http://nowarforisrael.com/Bush's%20Israeli%20Advisors%20Push%20America%20Into%20War.htm
And

http://www.aipac.org/130.asp#2453
Which one is the most valuable in terms of information concerning the issues?  Are they useful for the purpose of building an informed opinion?  What are their flaws and strengths?  How useful are these online sources for an American citizen attempting to make an intelligent decision about our policy in regards to Israel and Palestine?

Assignment Part I

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/middle_east/country_profiles/827580.stm  This link provides you with a model timeline.  Your task is to take your nation and develop a chronology dating back to WWI thorough the present.  You pick the highlights, but the goal is for you to develop an appreciation of that nation’s past.  Moreover, I want you to bring in one current event summary based upon your research.  Please refer back to the questions about the reliability and biased nature of your source.  The current event is due March 12/13 and the timeline, which is a group activity, will be presented April 2/3.  
Final Assignment

Over the course of the semester there have been numerous discussions, assignments and reviews.  Here is the assignment for the group and for the individual student.  First the student’s responsibility:

Part I, Student

You will turn in your first revised media effort.  That effort must summarize your source and assess the biases of that source.  Moreover, there is a second and recent story that mirrors the standards set for the first.  Additionally, you will provide a conclusion with what you have learned about your subject.  Part I here is 20 points.

Part II, Group
I have reviewed your poster boards.  While they are on their way to completion, there are several additions required.  You may build upon your presentation, in terms of shear size, as you see fit.  I want to see incorporated into your typed chronology of key events the following:
Historical Maps featuring your chronology

Images of Key people, flags, and other photos

One typed page written analysis of present day relations with U.S.A. 

List of resources used to construct your project

This portion of the assignment is worth 40 points and assigned to the group for their collective efforts.

