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Civil Disobedience

A democratic society depends upon an active citizenry for its survival.  Thoreau’s essay alerts all good citizens to the pitfalls of democracy.  He is critical of the state, but has harsh words for its citizens.  If democracy is government of, for and by the people, then what is our duty?  Can we simply vote and expect somebody else to do the work?  Your task is to write a four or five page essay, typed and double-spaced, built around the following:

1. Explain Thoreau’s views about government and the citizen’s role?  Do you agree or disagree and state clearly your position.

2. How does Thoreau define an unjust law?  Should the state expect unquestioned loyalty of its citizens?  What role does passive resistance play in Thoreau’s view where the state demands unquestioned obedience?

3. Is democracy the final improvement possible in government?  Conclude with your thoughts on whether one person can make a difference.

Your paper is worth 25 points and it is due December 6/7.  There are no late papers accepted! 

