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Oral History

There are many cultures that pass down the past orally.  Their traditions are rich.  In our own history, there are many rich eras documented through the oral tradition: slave stories, the travails of the Great Depression, and combat stories to name a few.

I suspect that many of you have parents, aunts and uncles, and grandparents who possess important stories that need to be told.  This is your chance to speak with those people or anyone with a story to tell.  In this assignment you are to interview them and follow the guidelines below:

1. Write a one page historical sketch of the period you will examine in the interview.

2. Record the essence of the interview: what did you learn from the experience?

3. How did the experience affect the person?  Did it change their life?

You should record this oral history on tape to refer back to it later.    You may write the paper in a question and answer format or in an essay style.  You need to address the content as noted above.  The paper is typed and double-spaced.   Your paper is due at our February 26/27 meeting.

