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Rise of BB

Rise of Big Business

Our study begins with the sun setting in the west, but after a brief ante bellum survey, we quickly turn our attention to the roots of our economic system in the aftermath of the Civil War. Industrialization dominated the country and an entire generation.  Today our lives are defined in terms of busyness.  The clock defines your life on any given day and you march to its cadence.  As creatures of this free enterprise system, the origins and rhythms of the industrial machine take us back into the late 18th century.  A brief review at the dawn of our free markets peeks into a past replete with instructive firsts.   We next fast forward into the 1800’s, where the matter of slavery led to a day of reckoning.  The Civil War was bloody and the struggle was economic in its very nature. We now see the decade of the 1860s as a watershed era.   So, we begin with a survey of post Civil War USA, but move quickly into the heartland of the continent, because expansionism defined the nation’s future; so let’s examine the landscape.
	
	Does this image seem to indicate the perception that westward expansion was divinely ordained?


Manifest Destiny claimed that our nation received a divine blessing - Providence - to spread its institutions, ideas, and culture across the continent.  People living on the plains were in need of civilizing and the WASP (White Anglo Saxon Protestant) race possessed the right stuff.  The conquest of the Southwest legitimized Anglo settlement, conquest and war.  Westward expansion exacted a profound cost upon this nation.   Did the peculiar institution deserve a place out west?  The war with Mexico begged that question.   Slavery and its inherent contradictions-a land which as Lincoln said was conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all were equal- ushered in a day of reckoning.  Debates and culture clashes between North and South ensued.  The 1850’s witnessed a series of conflicts that ended in civil war and Abraham Lincoln’s election in 1860 served as the catalyst for Southern secession.  Union was perpetual announced the newly elected president and the war commenced.
President Lincoln avoided slavery in his First Inaugural Address and instead emphasized the perpetual nature of the union.  We know that slavery was the cause of the conflict and the nation struggled with that reality.  Race remains a vexation into this new millennium. While emancipation did not free any slaves, it did move the debate forward ending with the Thirteenth Amendment:  Abolition.  The story did not stop at the door of freedom.  While the freedmen did exercise their preference with their feet, they possessed no legal Constitutional safeguards.  What did it mean to be free for an ex-slave?  The freedmen possessed no rights, but moved quickly to secure them.  Blacks desired the tools of citizenship:  voting, judicial and civil rights protection, job security and educational opportunities.  Americans watched and witnessed as a momentous struggle for equality and racial justice unfurled, but most remained disinterested.  Moreover there was no consensus concerning a procedure.   Blacks did not idly watch events, however, but instead sought to shape the outcome.  Yet their struggle depended upon the involvement of the public and the politicians.  Please review visions handout, review my slides and look at http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/exhibit/aopart5.html
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	What does this image seem to indicate concerning the plight of the freedmen?


Did Congress or the President possess the power to restore the union?  How would the ex slave population fair as a result of Reconstruction policies?   Lincoln made a stab at defining the process in December 1863- The Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction or his 10% Plan-but Congress rebuffed that effort.  Congress’s plan-Wade/Davis –was vetoed by Lincoln.  The war ended in a stalemate and Lincoln’s death brought a Southerner, Andrew Johnson to the presidency.  He was not sympathetic to plight of the freedmen (ex slaves).  The ensuing debate found a small but powerful group of allies in the freedmen’s camp:  Radical Republicans.  This group, in the vanguard of racial justice, sought no less than to democratize the South.  It was their intent to provide freedmen with full citizenship status.  Moreover, this small minority in Congress wielded enormous power and they sought to transform the nation and racial politics.  Meanwhile, the South began to exhibit a spirit of resistance, despite the surrender of Lee at Appomattox.  Northern intrusions into the South came in several waves.  The Union Army of course was unwelcome, and so, too, the Freedmen’s Bureau.  The later sought to distribute aid and relief throughout the South, but a Yankee remained an outsider and need not apply for entrance into Southern society. 
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Does this cartoon evoke any thoughts from the handout concerning a divided consensus concerning reconstruction policies?

Defiance characterized the spirit of many Southerners in the face of Reconstruction policies.  While it is true that efforts to democratize the South had supporters outside the freedmen community, (derisively known as scalawags and carpetbaggers) the efforts of the Ku Klux Klan and other paramilitary organizations dampened such zeal.  Although ex confederate leaders found themselves disenfranchised by the 14th and 15th Amendments http://www.libertystory.net/  (use site’s search engine), they worked aggressively to undermine the efforts to secure racial justice.  Once the southern state regimes reconstructed, the mandated presence of union troops ended.  Thereafter ex confederate leaders plotted to “redeem their country”.  The use of terror, hyperbole and chicanery predominated in an atmosphere of hatred and fear.  It took only a few years for the efforts of Klansmen and their ilk to restore governments that emulated past practices of slavery.  All roads led to Jim Crow:   poll taxes, literacy tests, segregation, sharecropping and debt peonage, and more violence.  Finally the national government sanctioned these efforts in the Compromise of 1877 and the Plessy decision of 1896.  The disputed election of 1876 threatened another round of violence and perhaps even civil war.  The crisis and chaos created during the events of Reconstruction policies mandated a compromise.  

This famous piece by the artist Thomas Nast provides the viewer with a sense of the dramatic 

http://www.irakrakow.com/constitution/category/compromise-of-1877/
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Essentially these events sanctioned decades of racial discrimination in law, customs and practices across the land.  The experiment to secure racial justice ending enabled the nation to settle in on greener pastures.  Civil rights, which we examine further in Dr. King’s Why We Can’t Wait, continues and more will follow on this topic.  The nation’s attention gazed out west upon perceived greener pastures.

Florida was one of the states contested in the elections of 1876 and 2000.  Here is a recent survey.  What does it seem to tell us about race relations?  What do you think the meaning of the 62% Same tells us about the country?


Meanwhile the sun began to set upon indigenous peoples.
Our past history relegated natives out of their traditional homelands on to reservations.  A Trail of Tears out of Georgia into the lands of the Louisiana Purchase had been the fate of the Cherokee in 1831; little changed beyond mid century.  President Jackson and other leaders ordained that that vast desert wasteland-Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska-served as a new homeland.  Indians were relegated to the most of marginal of lands, which others had settled long ago.  Conflict followed their emigration.  Westward migration beyond mid century yielded more national victories and many defeats for those tribes out west.  Natives did inflict a few setbacks to the troops.  While celebrating the centennial of U.S. independence, Americans witnessed the defeat of Colonel George A. Custer and his 7th cavalry at Little Big Horn.  It was the greatest loss of the century in the Indian campaigns, but the impact upon the indigenous peoples worsened their plight.  
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A war of cultural degradation and annihilation unfolded across the plains and out west.  The duplicitous approach of treaty negotiations, sales of liquor and the extermination of plains buffalo combined to destroy indigenous tribes’ independence and cultural integrity.  Once again westward migration exerted a detrimental impact upon native peoples.  Land fever brought on by the Homestead Act ushered in more wars, land expropriations and in California the Gold Rush ruined the relative peace enjoyed in California (the Mission System being a notable exception).  Efforts in rounding up Indians quickened after the Civil War.  Clearly General Philip Sheridan, campaigning against natives in the Missouri Department, stood true to his word:
"The only good Indians I ever saw were dead."  
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http://bancroft.berkeley.edu/Exhibits/nativeamericans/10.html You can see characterizations of indigenous peoples.
Poignant episodes like the hot pursuit of the Nez Perce tribe pricked the conscience of the public, but the damage was done. http://www.thegoldweb.com/voices/chiefjoseph.htm
These wars began grinding to their brutal conclusion.  Public sentiment did slowly change and Helen Hunt Jackson’s retrospective, A Century of Dishonor, disturbed American’s image of self.  Policy changed in 1887 with the Dawes Severalty Act. Perhaps a benevolent policy could have spared the Indians from greater cultural degradation, 

http://academic.udayton.edu/race/02rights/native09.htm. This policy broke down the reservations, allotted land, sent children off to boarding schools and in general exacerbated deplorable past practices.  When natives sought to find solace in a mystic shaman Wovoka, the response of authorities traveled down the road to more atrocities ending at Wounded Knee in 1890.  The west had now finally been tamed.  You have the story of Ishi and can place his experience within the reality of the vanishing frontier.   There remained one crucial challenge before the nation,  industrialization, which began as a crusade.
An economic battle of visions and between two intellectual titans commenced during the birth of the republic.  As the U.S. set sail from the harbor of independence, the future direction of the economy was open for debate.  Thomas Jefferson argued the nation’s prospects remained firmly dependent upon agriculture and a free farming class of yeoman.   Alexander Hamilton, as Secretary of the Treasury during the Washington Administration, challenged that notion.  Manufacturing and industry defined the future of the nation.  Hamilton set about to establish the credit worthiness of the U.S.A. and build a solid system for free enterprise.  He argued that debts must be paid and their plenty from the War for Independence.  Timely payments translated into reliable investors.  Critical, too, was government activism.  A National Bank debate between Hamilton and Jefferson inflamed sectional passions and invectives into the political discourse over the next 100 years.  The courts weighed into the debate helping to secure the sanctity of business contracts and pro business legislation secured the future of corporate U.S.A. http://www.pinzler.com/ushistory/marshallsupp.html  Sectional clashes concerning the economic future of the nation led to conflict.  Civil War settled the question of the dual economy:  industrial versus agrarian.

Andrew Carnegie demonstrated many techniques utilized by industrialists to dominate their respective industries.  The era, as Livesay demonstrates, changed the way businessmen operated in the age of machines.  Mechanization was a key feature of the era.  Technological innovations paved the way towards greater production and profits.  While examining the life of Carnegie, you will note these developments.  Moreover, the captains of industry required huge pools of labor, piles of investment capital and talented managers.  Finally, a critical aspect of success required an active government providing subsidies, protection-through the judicial process-and a laissez faire attitude.
Industrialization brought into sharp focus the clash between labor and capital.  Corporate America recognized early that the variable cost of production rested on the back of the workers.   European immigrants arrived via a mass exodus from that continent and into the U.S.  Providing cheap and a seemingly endless supply of raw and brute labor.  Working conditions were abominable as viewed in the documentary Even the Heavens Weep. http://historyplace.com/unitedstates/childlabor/index.html You will note this site is a photo essay and clearly shows one horrible aspect of said abomination:  child labor.  
Tenement life, too, or the living in squalor emerged as a common theme.  It proved hard to make ends meet in the age of machines.  Moreover, the attitude towards organized labor was hostile.  While the industrial czars sought and enjoyed a steady supply of cheap labor, workers struggled to put food on their tables and roofs over their heads.  Wages-statistics may reveal on the rise-did not permit any sort of financial independence.  Insecurity drove the laborer into the ranks of the organized.  Yet, for all the workingman’s efforts the state and employers mobilized against unions.  Events in the Haymarket Square and Carnegie’s Homestead Mill led to industrial conflict.  A cursory examination of both incidents reveals that efforts to secure union recognition, an eight hour day, better working conditions and rising wages-at a time of unprecedented corporate profits-awaited future struggles.  Unacceptable!  These basic goals of the union movement awaited the abyss of the Great Depression for government activism, which did secure favorable legislation.  The historical evidence demonstrates labors’ goals were reasonable-given profits at any cost-and the documented abuses are irrefutable.

Immigrants provided the cheap labor in this most bewildering of circumstances.  Oscar Handlin, in The Uprooted, depicted the awkward and dizzying pace of change recent arrivals endured.  Photo journalists like Lewis Hines-see power point- and Jacob Riis laid bare the wretch truth in their separate accounts depicting abuses:  http://www.yale.edu/amstud/inforev/riis/title.html  and yet the politicians did little, initially, in protection of legitimate grievances.  Time did exert some change, but initially only in an incremental manner.   During a forty year period, immigrants leaving Europe’s shores poured into this nation to the tune of 20 million people!  Despite their immense contribution to prosperity, this essential-immigrants’ cheap labor-component to industrialization received a mixed welcome.   As the nation’s cities boomed at 
the peak of industrialization, new challenges presented political opportunities.
Our nation’s leaders sought to protect their positions at local levels by supplying services in return for votes.  Immigrants and politicians developed a symbiotic relationship.  The newest arrivals, bewildered and befuddled in the nation’s cities, sought help.  Political machines, which coalesced around a political boss and a cadre of followers, walked their immigrant communities securing votes.  They provided jobs, food and other essential services in return.  Bosses, operating behind the scenes, perpetuated themselves in power, stretched their tentacles across the political landscape.  George Plunkitt, a luminary within Tammany Hall, quipped that the mother’s milk of politics was money.   He explained a difference between honest and dishonest graft.  Review the Politics USA power point & recall the topic of bossism in our city by the bay:  SF. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Washington_  The bribery of elected officials would be considered dishonest, but seizing upon insider knowledge earned respectability. 
[image: image6.png]WHO STOLE THE PEOFLES MORIY 2 =00 TELL. . txrmes TTWAS HIN,




Those contractors competing for city contracts understood the essential nature of bribes and jobs.  Our public servants embarked upon a crusade to line their pockets and wield patronage.  Few questioned these relationships, at first, but times did change.  It took the writings of investigative journalists, the muckrakers, to help raise the awareness of the public to the abuses of industrialization.  You should recall the role of Fremont Older in the aftermath of the great San Francisco earth quake and the graft trials that followed.   Mark Twain lampooned the misdeeds of politicians and industrialists alike in the novel that captured this chapter & era in U.S. history, The Gilded Age http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilded_Age#Politics_of_the_Gilded_AgeIt was at the national level that this sordid tale helped spark reform.

Grantism or political corruption and scandals defined politics at the pinnacle of power.  During President Grant’s term, the nation learned of scandals like Credit Mobilier, the Whiskey Ring, Black Friday and how agents of the federal government stole from the public treasury.  Grant presided over these indecencies and tolerated such activities.  Historians agree that he was honest, but we would be hard pressed to claim him blameless.  He ranks at the bottom as a president lacking in decisiveness and leadership in a time when these commodities were sorely needed.  Some republicans sought to reverse this trend by challenging the president’s re-election in 1872.  Reformers within the party became a thorn in the side of old guard or stalwart republicans.  The latter sought to maintain the politics of status quo and follow the precepts of laissez faire.   Engaging in such unsavory politics and promoting self at the expense of the commonwealth provided fuel for reformers.   Yet Grant was re-elected.  He then presided over the Panic of 1873, as the nation sank into deep despair.  Depression soured the public’s mood towards business as usual.  While U.S. Grant hoped to serve an unprecedented third term, his opponents marshaled their resources and blocked his attempt.   As we acknowledge the work of populists and progressives a generation later, reformers ploughed the terrain of government regulation and corporate responsibility in the 1870’s. 
Republicans had been split over policy since the days of Lincoln.   We have noted Reconstruction and the role of the radicals.  Grant’s presidency provided fresh concerns.  A rivalry between stalwarts and half-breeds, both members of the GOP, continued through the seventies and eighties.   They fought over patronage and spoils, civil service reform and of course their favorite candidates.  Essentially, this was a rivalry for the soul of the party.   The half-breeds, some derisively called mugwumps, called for reform and demanded better hiring practices.  During the age where the government bureaucracy grew at unprecedented rates, they wanted personnel hiring based upon meritorious qualities.  That did not bode well for patronage, spoils and the status quo.  The two sides fought it out in public and private.  During the presidential election of 1880 and 1884 and in their legislative battles, the two sides engaged in open political warfare.   The Democrat Grover Cleveland won in the later election, perhaps, resulting from the two sides bitter disputes with one another.  The point here is that politics continued to be nasty.  You should not be surprised that our political discourse today oozes with slime every campaign season.  While Thomas Jefferson’s opponents tar him with the brush of miscegenation-a fair and accurate assessment- Andrew Jackson’s wife, Rachel, suffered through accusations of being a common whore.  Politics is ugly and those without thick skin need not apply!




Cartoons by Bentley Boyd
Mudslinging played a prominent role in many a campaign.  Meanwhile the public grew impatient with the slow pace of reform.  The life of Chester A. Arthur illustrates:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chester_A._Arthur  
Political and corporate abuse dominated at the first stages of the reform movement.  There were chronic efforts to address tariffs and monetary policy for half a century.  How boring, right?  While businessmen pushed for protectionist tariffs and maintenance of the gold standard, workers and farmers sought relief in the form of competition and printing of greenbacks and free coinage of silver.  Populists’ campaigns in the 1890’s clamored for new policies and captured national attention.  Their demands could not be ignored.   Populism originated amongst the farmers.  Industrialization ushered in commercial forces that challenged traditional farming practices.  The introduction of mechanization, impersonal market forces, large debts and political neglect forced farmers to organize.   Grangers or the Patrons of Husbandry brought producers together in an effort to develop solutions to difficult issues.  They learned how to turn the tide through self education efforts and cooperation.  They proved it possible to hold corporations and politicians responsible.  Railroads were singled out as the worse abusers.  Freight rates, storage of grain and control of water in some cases exerted disastrous influences upon farmers’ bottom line.  Moreover, the introduction of machines, pesticides and fertilizers increased yields.  Increase production led to lower prices.  The struggle to attain parity or the cost of production eluded the ploughman.  Finally, the politicians seemed insensitive to their plight and brought little or no relief.  How could they pressure the power elite to take their concerns seriously?  They struck upon cooperative and collective methods and direct action through the political process.  They built their own storage facilities, self-insured their property and elect our own leaders.  Granger laws passed by their own legislators altered political and commercial dynamics in the mid west.  Their issues and a quick historical overview are at: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Granger_movement
Initially these efforts were regional, but the problems assumed national importance by the later 1880s.   While the system of sharecropping and tenant farming stymied progress in the New South, miners, workers and farmers out West demanded change.   The documented abuses faced by all aggrieved helped shape the Populist movement.  One definition of the term, defense of the common people-populist- entrenched and oppressive elite, serves to focus our attention to the plight of the masses.   Abuse permeated the landscape of industrial society.  Populist put the nation’s leaders on notice.  Moreover, their efforts reached back into the first third of the century and in fact into credo of 1776:  political & economic injustices required solutions.   Frederick Douglass noted, “Power concedes nothing without a demand. It never did and it never will.”  Populists http://imnh.isu.edu/digitalatlas/geog/mining/minewars.htm
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Review this site to find cartoons concerning historical reform: 
http://history.missouristate.edu/wrmiller/Populism/pcartoon/pcartoon02.htm
Populists demanded that corporate U.S.A and politicians be held accountable for their actions.  Their agenda, perhaps radical, indicated the level of dissatisfaction around the country.  A gauntlet between farmers and railroads laid out a demand for nationalization:  government ownership of the rails.  Politicians received notice that recalls of elected officials, popular referendums, direct election of senators and initiatives were tools to change the system  These methods held contemptuous political behavior accountable to the will  people.  The Omaha Platform of 1892 outlines populist’s demands: http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5361/  Two- party politics recognized troubled waters ahead and reaping the whirlwind of discontentment a distinct possibility.  Democrats positioned themselves in 1896 to steal the populist’s thunder.  William Jennings Bryant’s candidacy, the free silver crusade and Omaha demands brought populist supporters into the ranks of the Democratic Party and stymied further reforms.    The excitement generated by People’s Party ultimately ended in defeat, but the groundwork for the next generation of reformers fell upon fertile soil.  Reform stood at a crossroads and lessons would not be easily dismissed.
This is a famous cartoon that depicts Wm. J. Bryan the Boy Orator of the Platte.  Why was his Cross of Gold speech so famous?




http://projects.vassar.edu/1896/bryan.html
Progressivism addressed the inequalities pervasive throughout the U.S.  It is useful to begin with the story of the expose journalists President Roosevelt called the muckrakers.  They were investigative reporters.   Abuses pervaded industrial society, often like a millstone pulling the people into the depths of despair.  How to respond vexed many a courageous citizen and the means seemed limited.  Yet the legacy of populism provided fresh examples.  The journalists maximized their efforts through the press, journals and novels.  Photography depicted abuses in a manner the written word could not.
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The works of Lewis Hines and Jacob Riis defined issues without equal.  Meanwhile, the writings of Ida B. Welles documented the hypocrisy behind attempts to lynch black men.  Lincoln Steffens in the Shame of Minneapolis documented political corruption and his efforts in McClure Magazine opened the floodgates for investigative reporters.  See this http://www.let.rug.nl/usa/lit/ch5_p5.htm  for a brief analysis of journalistic reports.  I have noted the work of Fremont Older and the Graft Trials, which evolved out of the corruption and scandals following the great San Francisco Earthquake.  The reporters’ effect served as an antiseptic to cleanse the wounds of perfidy, graft and extortion.  Satirical works by Mark Twain, as in The Gilded Age, Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle or Frank Norris’s The Octopus, rallied the public around reform.  Politicians joined the movement through both party structures.
Although President Theodore Roosevelt assumes, perhaps, the greatest notoriety within the ranks of progressives, the mugwumps and journalists previously mentioned stood tall in the ranks.  You should refer to your handout to note reformers and their causes.  Governor and later Senator Robert La Follette earned the reputation of an insurgent reformer.  The term denotes a passion to take on the vested and entrenched interests.  His Wisconsin Idea defined a policy that applied the expertise of university professors and departments to social legislation.  Government now took on an activist role.  Initiatives demanding regulation of utilities, workers' compensation and tax reform heated up the national debate.  The battle raged in Congress and The White House to hold corporations and politicians accountable.  Regulatory measures imposed fairness in rate schedules upon the railroads, an end to child labor, government agencies like the Federal Reserve System and new government agencies to monitor business practices.  The list is exhaustive.  Environmental awareness captured the public’s imagination.  While John Muir advocated preservation measures for Yosemite and future national park sites, President Roosevelt and Chief Forester Gifford Pinchot used the national government advocating wise management of the nation’s resources.   The birth of the environmental movement began over 100 years ago.  It was an impressive agenda that climaxed with the election of Woodrow Wilson in 1912.

A spirited campaign pitted Wilson, Roosevelt and then President Taft in 1912.  TR left retirement to push an agenda he felt his protégé Taft neglected during his tenure.  The national government, promised Roosevelt, would lead in the cause for social justice:  the people versus the corporations!  Wilson sought to trump New Nationalism with his New Freedom.  He promised vigorous anti trust legislation insinuating even nationalization of some interests.  Financial reforms, too, were promised.  President Taft, while touting progressive credentials, seemed timid and vulnerable by the battle with his fellow Republican Roosevelt.  Their disagreement helped Wilson to victory as a minority president.  President Wilson presided over a flurry of activity early in his administration.  The banking system received special attention and the Federal Reserve System was born.  If you review your handout and note dates, you can see the changes implemented during Wilson’s tenure.  Unfortunately international relations stood ready to derail the progressives, however, and the Mexican Revolution and the war in Europe put the breaks on the reform movement.

Fifty years passed since civil war and the U.S. emerged as a dominate nation with an empire.  Industrial development pushed the country into a position as a world leader.  WWI confirmed this fact.  While tremendous strides were achieved to limit the abuses of industrialization, our involvement in “the war to end all wars” came at an enormous price.  During the election of 1920, the Republicans convinced the public to change course.  Civilians reintegrating into a peacetime economy showed a willingness to trust a dramatic shift in policy.  We shall turn our attention to the resurgence of big business and examine to psyche of the American people through the lens of the twenties
Exam I

Below you will find a series of questions that come from our readings, films, lectures and class discussions.  This is a fifty point exam and due March 20/21.  The paper is typed, proofread and addressed in a well developed paragraph.  I have included a response from a separate reading from a student in another class as is a prime example:
Assess Frederick Douglass’ Fourth of July Speech:
Fredrick Douglass refers to the Fourth of July as an American Passover.  The fourth of July is spoken about with optimism and desire about the nation’s youth that is still impressible and open to change.  Slaves, as well as Fredrick Douglass, call the Declaration of Independence the “ringbolt” of the nation’s destiny.  They cling to the special day and it its principles.  It is a day that slaves are reminded of their national and personal declension.  It is a day of hope, wisdom, and harmony.  Slaves take note of their nation’s founders and hope to tap into the wisdom of the founder’s intentions.  The Fourth of July is a time of reflection and memory.  They are reminded of the meaning of slavery and freedom in the United States.  It is the birthday of National Independence and of political freedom.  It is the beginning of another year of a national life and the beginning of a national career.  Fredrick Douglass refers to the Fourth of July as the first great fact of our nation’s history- the very ringbolt in the chain of an undeveloped destiny.  The Fourth of July is a time of pride and patriotism, not less than gratitude, as well as remembrance.  Yet in the final analysis the promise is shallow and hypocritical.  America has not been true to its ideals and must deliver its promise to all people. 

This is a student response to a reading from a separate course.  You can see it is a solid paragraph.  This is the task before you in this assignment.  There are ten questions below and you respond to all at five points per question. 

1. What are the three main ideas of Reconstruction and each principle’s relevance and their importance?  How would you define the goals of the freedmen?  Did they have allies and who were their opponents?

2.  How did the redeemers work to undermine Congressional Reconstruction and what was the final outcome for the freedmen?

3.  What was the role of the railroads in the development of the nation?  Think in terms of the following:  industrial growth, markets and the rise of big business.

4.  Assess the view of the 19th century settlers towards the indigenous peoples and explain the reasons for the holocaust.  Did the nation seek to right policy and practices?

5.  Tell the story of Ishi relating to the demise of the Yahi.  What did Kroeber learn from the experience of taking his friend back home?

6.  When looking at the life of Andrew Carnegie, how was the American Dream of his age defined.  Could anyone attain the heights of the dream?  Did Social Darwinism mitigate the possibilities of success?  Explain.

7.  What were the grievances of the workers in the Industrial Age?  Use the Heavens Weep as your source and discuss the efforts to reduce abuses.  Do you think the workers were justified in their efforts?  

8.  How would the reformers set about to change the United States during the Progressive Era?  Identify the abuses that you think were the worse and the efforts in reform.

9.  Contrast the work of Gifford Pinchot and John Muir in the efforts to bring sanity to environmental policy.  Which person do you most closely identify and why?

10.  1.  Who is Jerry Falwell?  How did he organize his followers?  What was the response to the Yale Freshmen?
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