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Why We Can’t Wait

Directions:  this is a study guide and as such is designed to walk you through the readings.  You will need to read carefully and think deeply.  You will NOT turn this sheet into me, but refer to it later in writing your essay.  You may want to note page numbers to return later to particular passages.

1.Jesse Jackson’s Afterword:  Please consider the following and be prepared to discuss:

a. King’s vs. Jefferson’s notion of democracy?

b. What are the three revolutions referred to by Jackson?

c. How would you define the notion of Jackson’s symphony?

d. Can a statistical analysis support that there is work undone in the struggle for equality?

2.In the Negro Revolution and The Sword that Heals, Dr. King lays out the arguments for Why We Cant Wait.  What were the conditions facing blacks?  Why was the time long overdue?

3. What were President Kennedy’s remarks to the nation on page 18?  How do conditions in the nation square with the nation’s creed?  

4.Briefly discuss the various approaches and methods pursued in the aftermath of Civil War to attain equality:  Washington, Du Bois, Garvey, NAACP etc.  What seemed to be missing in the overall picture?

5. Explain the religious nature of non-violence passive resistance.  How would this become the philosophy and methodology for revolution?

6. Describe conditions in Birmingham and why it was the quintessential bastion of segregation.  What was the background to Project C and how did the planning unfold?  Was the timing wise

7. Read King’s Letter from a Birmingham Jail and examine his themes.

8. How did events unfold after King’s release from jail and what was the outcome of the events in Birmingham?

9. With the history of the March on Washington and King’s I Have a Dream Speech in proper context, what do the events of 1963 reveal in terms of the struggle?

