Distance Education Course Proposal

Health 4, Fall, 2008; Donna Orviss, MPA, BS, Instructor

I.
Need Justification

What is the intent in offering the courses by distant education?

The intent of offering Health 4 - Women’s Studies through distance education is to make the course more attractive our PACE students. As a PACE instructor most of our students are single parents, work full-time and often times cannot afford books or childcare which gives credence as to why they seek PACE. Furthermore, by offering one section face-to-face and one as a hybrid course this give them maximum flexibility.

What student needs will this offering meet?

This offer of Health 4 – Women’s Studies as a “hybrid” course is a convenience to PACE students completing their Associate of Arts degree. In my experience, many students drop courses due to course requirements. Therefore, ease in obtaining and completing courses will increase student retention. My hope is not only to retain students but to increase enrollment. Furthermore, this offer is a temporary resolution to the parking issues while Chabot is under construction. Since the class will meet quarterly verses weekly students will avoid potentially stressful commutes. 

Are there learning opportunities made possible in a distance education course that might not be available in a traditional course?

The learning opportunities made possible in a distance education course is the flexibility of students attending class at their convenience via the web (i.e. students can log on whenever they want however must log on two times per week and check email twice per week) however they have the responsibility of traditional education (i.e. weekly assignments, quizzes, lectures, watch films/documentaries and sharing their thoughts via discussion boards). In addition when attending class on-campus, students will attend lectures from the instructor and guest speakers and will complete group projects in class.

II.
Course Content Delivery

Describe the distance education modalities used to deliver the course content and provide an approximate schedule of the time allocated to each modality. What percentage if the course will be on-campus, if any?

Thirty percent of the course will take place on-campus.

What percentage of the course will consist of on-line lecture, video, email, web, CD-ROM, etc.?

Seventy percent of the course will take place on-line

Note that the total number of contact hours should approximate the equivalent number of hours required in an on-campus setting.  Account for those hours in your proposal.

Health 4 - Women’s Studies is a 54 hour course that meets for 3 hours per class.  The class meets on-line eleven times (lectures, quizzes, web-based assignments, watching videos, discussion boards, emailing instructor) and it will also meet on-campus four times (lecture, guest speakers, in-class assignments).
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III.
Nature and Frequency of Instructor-Student Interactions

Provide examples of course components taught using distance education technology. This will include either or both synchronous and asynchronous times.

The components of this course will be delivered asynchronous and include: the text, professional articles, films/documentaries, lectures (on-line and on-campus), timed exams (on-line), discussion boards, peer review assignments, group projects and a final reaction paper.

Describe the number and frequency of interaction or students making satisfactory progress and for intervention when students are at risk of dropping or failing due to poor performance or participation.

The number of contact hours for the student is accrued based on logging onto blackboard two times per week and taking scheduled quizzes. If students are not meeting these markers by the fourth week a note will be emailed to them informing them that they are at risk for being dropped for non-participation and must contact the instructor immediately.  The same action will take place at the sixth week. If there is no improvement by the seventh week they will be dropped with a ‘W’ grade for the semester.

For each type of interaction listed above, describe why you believe it will be effective for this particular curriculum and delivery model.

This delivery model is effective for Health 4 - Women’ s Studies because 70% of the course requirements can be satisfied on-line.  Also, this is a subject of interest of many community college students so a wide net has been cast to attract these students (i.e. both con-campus and on-line sections). 

Describe how the interactions will facilitate student learning and how students will benefit from the DE modalities selected.

These interactions are a method of empowerment education where students gain knowledge from one another in addition to the instructor. This is an excellent learning tool for both the “shy” student and the “talkative” student since neither is put on the spot to respond.   They can take their time and generate intelligent responses, which increases everyone’s willingness to participate, a huge benefit.


IV.
Nature and Frequency of Student-Student Interactions

Describe opportunities in your course for student interaction. This may include discussions, group projects, peer review of assignments, and other approaches.

Students will interact on-line via discussion boards, peer review assignments (read and respond), current lectures/articles posted on blackboard and emailing.  Students will also be interacting on-campus via lecture, group projects and in-class assignments.
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V.
Assignments & Methods of Evaluation

List the criteria that will be used to substantiate student learning, and describe the methods of evaluating student progress.

The criteria used to substantiate student learning is via quizzes,  logging onto blackboard twice per week, completing group projects and attending on-campus meetings.  If students are not meeting these markers by the fourth week a note will be emailed to them informing them that they are at risk for being dropped for non-participation and must contact the instructor immediately.  The same action will take place at the sixth week. If there is no improvement by the seventh week they will be dropped with a ‘W’ grade for the semester.

Describe planned interactions and evaluations to ensure participation and verification of student learning that permit timely instructor interventions. 

In addition to notifying at risk students of their status an email will also be sent to their Chabot Counselor documenting student progress at or before midterm progress reports.

VI.
Technology

Describe any special software or multimedia tools you plan to utilize in your course (PowerPoint, Articulate, Camtasia, Flash, pod casts, or other audio, etc). This is helpful to determine technology support needs.

The software for this course includes Microsoft Word and PowerPoint; Acrobat PDF 3.8; and Flash Media.

VII.
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

Describe how you will accommodate students with disabilities. For a telecourse, is the video closed-captioned? 

Yes, all videos are students are required to watch will be closed-captioned. I will work with DSRC to link the student with the resources they require to be successful in this course.

If you plan to use any multimedia (video, pod casts, specialized software), is that accessible to your students in terms of both software availability at home and on-campus and accessible for students with disabilities?

Flash Media (videos), Acrobat (viewing lecture notes) and MS Word (readable only version) are types of software that can be obtained for free by downloading from the web.

