Distance Education Course Proposal
Cheryl Erickson

Art History 1:  Intro to Art

On-Line Course - to be offered Spring 2009

Optional orientation sessions to be offered first and/or second week of the semester 


1. Justification

Art History 1:  Intro to Art, is a general education course that exposes students to the visual arts, by examining the visual elements, principles of design, types of art, and artistic mediums.  Intro to Art meets the Liberal Arts graduation requirement for many students in various fields of study.  As an on-line course, Art History 1 will provide students greater flexibility in scheduling, allow students to work from home, and provide a comprehensive curriculum with increased discussion among students.  In addition, Art History 1 on-line will greatly benefit students in the PACE program (Program for Adult College Education), which is a program targeted for working adults.  Art History 1 is included in the PACE curriculum and is highly recommended, since the credits transfer to most four year universities.  Although this course is more often known as Art Appreciation, the content is generally the same.   
2. Course Content Delivery
a.   The content delivery for Art History 1 will consist of PowerPoint Presentations, a course text book with weekly readings, asynchronous assignments and group discussions, weekly on-line quizzes, and internet resources.  Each week some of the following tools will be used:
· 1 hour per week:  PowerPoint Presentations with instructor notes.
· The PowerPoint presentations are designed to enhance the weekly textbook readings and to highlight and expound upon the significant points. 
· 1 hour per week:  Weekly Readings  / General Assignments
· The textbook will be used as a basis for reading assignments, with additional handouts and internet sites as supplemental material.
· Different assignments / activities will be given in order to reinforce key concepts.
· 30 minutes per week:  Group Discussions
· Asynchronous discussions will provide opportunities to discuss key areas and to examine artistic concepts.  Small discussion groups will be created to support an open environment.
· 30 minutes per week:  On-line Quizzes
· Using Blackboard, the students will complete a five – ten question quiz that highlights the presentation material and key concepts. 
3. Instructor-Student Interactions
a.   The Art History 1 course will provide students with access to the same information, discussion concepts, and hands-on activities presented in the face to face classroom.  To ensure student motivation and understanding it is also essential that students feel the constant presence of the instructor.  This will be crucial to establish within the first few weeks of the class, and continue throughout the semester.  First, I plan to have two optional class meetings the first week of the course to be held in the morning and the afternoon, as to accommodate different schedules.  This will allow students to meet the instructor, answer questions relating to the course and Blackboard, and hopefully quell anxiety students may have about taking an on-line course.
b. Instructor interaction will be provided in the following ways:
· E-mail access checked daily by the instructor
· Contact phone numbers to easily reach the instructor
· Weekly office hours, including extended office hours the first two weeks of the course.
· Instructor notes to supplement PowerPoint presentations and reading assignments.  Voice over technology with PowerPoint may also be possible.
· Instructor notes will not only provide students with key points of information, they will also expound upon ideas and reinterpret artistic concepts.      
· Instructor feedback and responses to group discussions.
· Individual feedback to students’ assignments.
· Immediate feedback for correct and incorrect responses to weekly quizzes.
4. Student-Student Interactions

a.   The Art History 1 on-line course will create an environment where students are able to discuss complex topics in small group settings, and work with one another in collaborative learning assignments.  It is important that students do not feel isolated in the on-line course environment, yet students should not feel pressured to meet the schedules of other students.  I therefore plan to assign only asynchronous assignments and discussions, and to create opportunities where discussion and collaboration will be seen as fun and valuable. 
b. Student interaction will be facilitated in the following ways:
· Weekly asynchronous discussions in response to a specific topic from the presentation / reading.
· Collaborative learning assignments where the students will need to work asynchronously with fellow group members.
· An open discussion board where students can ask general questions to students outside of their small group.
· Optional museum trips where students will have the opportunity to meet fellow group members and classmates.
5. Assignments and Methods of Evaluation
a.   Weekly Quizzes, Midterm, Final Exam

· Weekly, multiple-choice quizzes will not only be used to evaluate student comprehension, but to also highlight important points and serve as a study aid for future exams.  Since art history is often new to many students, the weekly quizzes keep students on track and ensure continued success in the course.
· The quizzes will be completed through blackboard, which provides immediate feedback to correct and incorrect responses.  This will not only allow the instructor to evaluate the students, but for the students to continually evaluate their own progress
· The Art History 1 course will contain a midterm and final exam that will consist of forty multiple choice questions and several short answers.  Students will be required to complete the exam in a specific amount of time and within one setting.  The on-line course will contain similar exams as the face-to-face course.  As a result, the difficulty of the course will not be diminished and the objectives and content will be similar.
b. General Assignments

· Throughout the semester students will receive required and optional assignments that will reinforce key concepts.  Possible assignments will include a formal analysis of an art object, student sketches to reinforce principles of design,  internet research regarding innovations in photography and the evolution of cameras,  using play-doh to gain an understanding of sculptural techniques, and observing the architecture of Chabot College (or elsewhere) to analyze basic architectural elements.  A final paper assignment will require students to visit a museum and utilize the skills and information attained during the course.  Additional assignments will also be given utilizing internet resources and requiring internet research to reinforce concepts.
· Evaluation of these assignments will come in several forms.  For written assignments rubrics with point distributions will be provided.  Students will be able to submit assignments electronically to the dropbox or assignment feature of Blackboard, or drop off paper copies of assignments to the art office. For hands-on activities that do not require written responses, a questionnaire will be developed to support student understanding.  
c. Discussions

· Discussions will also be used to evaluate student understanding.  Responding to every student, every week is not achievable; however, the instructor can send one response a week that highlights interesting points by the students and clarifies misunderstandings.  The instructor can also participate in discussions throughout the semester as a way of increasing communication.
6. Technology


The Art History 1 course will take place on the Chabot College Blackboard site.  Students will be able to view grades, assignments, presentations, quizzes, and participate in discussions.  The basis of the curriculum will consist of PowerPoint presentations that will be converted to Adobe / pdf files for easier student access.  Students will be able to open the presentations in PowerPoint for computer viewing or printing.  Voice over technology in addition to instructor notes may be possible to enhance the presentations.  Respondus will also be used to easily convert exams into the Blackboard system.  Internet resources will also be used throughout the semester.
7. Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

I will adapt the course as needed in order to accommodate students’ individual needs.  Either content or the process of the course can be modified to meet the needs of the physically or learning disabled.  To provide student assistance, a link will be provided through Blackboard to the student resource webpage:  http://www.chabotcollege.edu/students/
Students can then link to various sites including the DSRC, ESL, and Blackboard / Distance Ed help.  
8. Input from Colleagues and Administrators
a. Initial Consultation with Instructional Designer, Lisa Ulibarri:  August 7th, 2009.

b. Review of Intro to Art: on-line courses:  Ohlone College.  

c. Preliminary support for on-line course:  Gene Groppetti, Spring 2008.

d. Consultation with experienced distance education faculty - Lisa Ulibarri:  August/September, 2009. 
9. Required Signatures
Faculty Signature:____________________________________ Date:_______________________

Division Dean Signature:_______________________________ Date:_______________________
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