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Program Review

Humanities-Religious Studies-Philosophy

Dr. John Jerry-Anthony Parente & Dr. Patricia Shannon

Our Proposal for Program Review: To get students and faculty more on board with our new and revised curriculum.

We have been very successful in this regard. In addition to full-time faculty Dr. John Jerry-Anthony Parente teaching the entire new curriculum, in addition to older/revised courses, adjunct faculty began teaching classes in the new curriculum. Jeff Zittrain
has begun teaching HUMN 50: The Artful Life. Jeff and his students enjoyed this course in Fall 2008, and he is teaching another session of it this term. Both sections had sizeable enrollments; this term he is teaching an overcapacity class. Julie Wulferdingen developed the Course Outline for RELS 70: Spiritual Traditions & Contemporary Voices into a dynamic syllabus. When originally asked to teach this class, Julie wasn’t sure how to proceed, but after e-mail exchanges with John and her own research, she became very excited about teaching this material. This spring is the first time this course is being offered, and it received an enrollment of 40 students.

New experimental courses, Creativity & Spirituality, World Mysticism and The Spiritual Journey, have all been taught once by John to an enthusiastic reception by students, with them stating the course was not only academically stretching and fulfilling but life transforming. A second section of The Spiritual Journey is being taught in Spring 2009, and a third section is scheduled for the evening in Fall 2009. In addition to John, Trish has expressed interest in teaching future sections of this course, as has Dr. Irene Plunkett of Language Arts, who teaches a course in Feminist Spirituality. The Spiritual Journey course will be taken to the Curriculum Committee to be moved from experimental to permanent offering in the fall. John and Trish have been in conversation with Irene about bringing the Feminist Spirituality course into the Religious Studies Department or, at the least, cross listing it.  Other courses that we have been teaching as experimental courses will also be proposed for permanent offerings in this fall. 
We have been offering more online courses to full enrollments. At least one Humanities, Religious Studies and Philosophy course is offered online, with some in multiple sections, and we are extending the variety of offerings. Adjunct faculty Richard Dinwiddie and Ramona Silver are spearheading this effort.  Since the low in enrollments when we changed the rubric and course numbers, student registration numbers are up, with most of our courses at or over capacity. Plus, student word-of-mouth on their experiences in HUMN-PHIL-RELS is very positive.
Our most serious problem is personnel.  As of the Spring 2009, term, Trish has been given release time to be the Coordinator of The Title 3 Project, which will probably continue for at least the next year. She keeps her full-time status in our department, but teaches only one course. We sought a temporary full-time replacement for her but were denied. John has been on a Board approved full-time reduced 60% work load during the 2008-2009 Academic year. He has decided to resign his full-time position as of end of summer 2009, but he will continue to teach as an adjunct.  In light of this situation, we have requested a full-time replacement for John, and we view our most important task as the hiring and ‘settling in’ of that person.  
Thus, we have been very successful in responding to our Program Review Proposal, offering new courses, bringing back our enrollments and having faculty expand their offerings. In addition, our Division has changed its name to “The Chabot School of The Arts” and is embarking on a large marketing campaign and expanding our courses offerings and faculty and presence on campus and in the community. All of which positively affects the growth of HUMN-PHIL-RELS.   
