Social Sciences Unit Plan for 2006-2007

Unit Summary

The Social Sciences Division includes the disciplines of Administration of Justice, Anthropology, Early Child Development, Economics, Geography, History, Political Science, Psychology, Recreation and Rehabilitation, and Sociology.   Two learning communities are housed in the Social Science Division: the PACE Evening/Saturday Degree and Transfer Program, and the QUEST program designed for older adults.    The division also includes State and County funded programs such as Foster/Kinship Care Education, Independent Living Skills Program (for emancipating foster youth), and the CARI Pre-Service training program for caregivers of special needs foster children.  

Mission
The mission of the Social Sciences Division is to provide degree and transfer general education courses in the Social Sciences and vocational training in specific discipline areas. Early Childhood Development offers an AA Degree and four Certificates that prepare students for a range of jobs in that field. The area of Early Childhood Development receives ongoing funding from state and local agencies to train faculty and to provide services that assist students in completing program requirements. ECD Faculty are collaborating with CSU East Bay and local Community Colleges to develop a new baccalaureate degree in Early Childhood Education.  Administration of Justice offers both transfer preparation courses and Reserve Module training for volunteer police officers.  The Activity Director course in the Recreation and Rehabilitation discipline provides required training for staff working in skilled nursing facilities, as does the Social Worker Designee course offered under Sociology.  The Geography course, Geographic Information Systems, provides workers in county offices, police departments, etc. with the tools for displaying complex data in a computerized visual format. 

The disciplines of Anthropology and Geography include two natural science courses, each with an optional lab component.  Introduction to Physical Anthropology and the Physical Anthropology lab meet the biological science requirement for AA degree and transfer.  Introduction to Physical Geography and the Physical Geography lab meet the physical science requirement.   Nearly 700 students per term enroll in these two lecture courses and 150 students enroll in the labs.  The Facilities Master Plan includes new and updated facilities for Anthropology and Geography. 

Staffing Patterns
In the Fall 2005 semester there were 23 full-time faculty in the Social Science division and 18.34 FTEF  part-time.  The WSCH/FTES was 565 and the fill-rate was 91%.   The PACE program has 5.33 FTEF, mostly in adjunct, with a fill rate of 91% and WSCH/FTE of 519.   The QUEST program has 2.8 FTES per term and has generated approximately 39 FTES in non-credit instruction per term.  The QUEST program will be offered in the credit format starting in Fall of 2006.  Six sections of non-credit courses will continue to be offered in skilled nursing facilities.

Classified staff   (general fund):

Administrative Assistant for the Division Office

Administrative Assistant for PACE, QUEST, and the ADMJ Reserve Module

Instructional Lab Assistant for Social Sci/Geography Computer Lab (18 hrs)

Grant funded positions:

Program Coordinator for Foster/Kinship, ILP and CARI (70%) 

ECD Professional Development Coordinator

In 2006-2007 a second ECD Professional Development Coordinator will be hired.

Division Goals

Each discipline prepared its own discipline/unit plan with goals specific to the area.  The division as a whole has identified the following goals for 2006-2007.

1. Improve Student Success 

Faculty in all of the disciplines areas strive to maintain high standards while helping students succeed in reaching course and program goals.  To achieve this end, faculty in Anthropology, History, Political Science and Psychology are participating in the learning community Springboard to Transfer.  This program links social science courses with English composition courses to form a cohort of students who move through three levels of English as a group.  Another History faculty member is participating in the pilot TRIO grant Supplemental Instruction project.  The Early Childhood Development program offers a supplemental studies skills course, an ECD-ESL linked course to help students understand the textbook and course materials, and a cohort of classes that begin in Spanish and move increasingly towards an English- speaking curriculum.  Additionally, History offers a course in Critical Thinking in History, and Administration of Justice offers a course in report writing.    These efforts will be evaluated and expanded in the coming year.

2. Update AA Degree Majors in the Social Science Discipline

Faculty will of evaluate and revise several AA Degree majors within the division.  These include the AA degree in Ethnic Studies, International-Relations, and Social Sciences.  Degree requirements will be linked with transfer requirements at four year institutions and courses will be revised to reflect currency in each area.

Budget Request Summary





$ Requested

ADMJ
Maintain funding support for Reserve Module
4,500



Update instructional materials



   422

ANTH
Develop Physical Anthropology Lab

         25,000



Update instructional materials and



Software






 1,500

ECD

Camera/video Project



          13,889

HIST

Update Instructional Materials



    712

Poli Sci
Update Instructional Materials



      75

Soci

Update Instructional Materials



    405

General
Smart Classrooms




        268,763  

Total








    $  315,266

