To:
 Faculty Interested in Learning Assistants

From: 
The Learning Connection, The Center for Teaching and Learning, 
Title III Grant Steering Committee, and Basic Skills Committee

Date: 
May 26, 2010

Re: Learning Assistant FIG Guidelines

Due to the nature of the funding for the Learning Assistants (Either Title III or Basic Skills Initiatives grants) there are research and reporting requirements that need to be followed.  Due to the limited availability of funding, only faculty who have in the past and/or agree in the future to complete the research and reporting requirements can be awarded a Learning Assistant (LA).

The Learning Assistant Program is a Faculty Inquiry Group (FIG), and the proposed use of an LA must include the identification of a new learning/student intervention and an assessment of that intervention on student learning. 

Participating Faculty Agreements

1. In order for a Learning Assistant to be provided, each faculty member must create an innovative role for their LA and ensure that impacts on learning will be identified and assessed. We understand that faculty who have not used LAs in the past will need to be assisted in identifying their project clearly.  Each Learning Assistant must be trained and informed about how they are expected to create this impact. 

2.  Impact on learning will be measured in several ways. The Office of Institutional Research (OIR) will provide data on student success, retention, and engagement in these classes.  Faculty can state that the impact on learning will be an increase in one of these measures. Faculty may also measure the impact on learning with one or more of their student learning outcomes from their course.  They are also welcome to develop other measures, as long as the measures are identified and a data collection plan is set up before the Learning Assistant starts.

3. All participating faculty must agree to administer the OIR Student Engagement Survey in their sections with Learning Assistants between the 12th and 14th week of the semester.

4.  Faculty will then use data provided by IR and/or their own SLO or other data to assess and reflect upon the impact of the Learning Assistant in their classroom.  In addition, the Learning Assistant FIG will meet to assess and reflect upon the impact of Learning Assistants in classrooms overall. 

5. All participating faculty will provide a brief publishable report concerning the impact of the Learning Assistant in their own classroom, including the learning/student intervention that was used, the planned and actual role of the Learning Assistant, how the impact was assessed, and what the results were.  

If you are still interested in the Learning Assistant Program, please review the Learning Assistant Brochure (http://www.chabotcollege.edu/LearningConnection/LAbrochure.pdf) 
fill out a request form (http://www.chabotcollege.edu/LearningConnection/LARequestForm.pdf)
and submit it ASAP, by following the instructions on the form. 
