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Categorization Activity 
 
Directions:  Using the words below, categorize systematically for more efficient recall: 
Car, train, fork, plate, apple, spoon, orange, airplane, cup, banana, bicycle, watermelon 
 
What processes did you use? 
 
 
List all the possible options available to you? 
 
 
What diagrams could you use? 
 
 
 

Car Fork Apple 
Train Plate Orange 
Airplane Spoon Banana 
Bicycle Cup Watermelon 

 
 
This simple chart categorizes the twelve words into three categories: 
 

1. Transportation  
2. Things to use when eating or drinking 
3. Fruits 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fruits 

Transportation 
 

 

Module 5 – Developing Critical Thinking Skills 
Car 
Train 
Airplane
Bicycle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eating/Drinking 

 

 

Fork 
Plate 
Spoon 
Cup 
Orange 
Apple 
Banana 
Watermelon 
 186



Strategies for Student Success in Health Occupations 
California Community College Health Care Initiative 

 

 
Module 5 – Developing Critical Thinking Skills 

187

Exercise 5.1 
Page 2 of 2  

 
Categorization Activity 
 
Directions:  Using the words below, categorize systematically for more efficient recall: 
 
Television, blood pressure cuff, calendar, highlighter, computer, thermometer, radio, 
back pack, stethoscope, plasma screen, scale, CD-DVD player  
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