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ELEMENTARY CHINESE

Catalog Description:


1B – Elementary Chinese
5 units


Further study of the Chinese cultures of the world featuring the acquisition of the four language skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) of Mandarin Chinese begun in Chinese 1A. Prerequisite: Chinese 1A (completed with a grade of “C” or higher).  5 hours

[Typical contact hours: 87.5]
Prerequisite Skills:


Before entering the course the student should be able to:
1. compare and contrast Chinese and American cultural practices in relation to speech, social attitudes, and values;
2. demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of the culture of Chinese-speaking people, including formative historical events and relevant geographical information;

3. demonstrate understanding of the basic principles of writing the simplified version of characters as practiced in mainland China;

4. demonstrate proficiency in using the Hanyu pin-yin phonetic system to spell and pronounce Chinese words;

5. demonstrate an understanding of the four tone system of Mandarin;

6. demonstrate the ability to comprehend a short conversation composed chiefly of the vocabulary and grammar studied;

7. apply the sentence patterns and grammar structures presented in Chinese 1A to create new sentences in culturally appropriate ways both orally and in writing;

8. conduct a simple, culturally sensitive conversation in Mandarin on topics studied in Chinese 1A, using words and expressions in structurally correct sentences;

9. write a coherent and culturally appropriate paragraph of fifty characters or more on a topic studied and/or discussed in Chinese 1A;

10. make simple descriptions related to size, shape, and color orally and in writing.

Expected Outcomes for Students:

Upon completion of the course the student should be able to:

1.
demonstrate well-informed awareness of the similarities and differences in Chinese and American cultural practices in relation to speech, social attitudes, and values;

2.
demonstrate a detailed understanding and appreciation of the culture of Chinese-speaking people, including the most formative historical events and the most important geographical features;

3.
demonstrate proficiency in the basic principles of writing the simplified version of characters as practiced in mainland China, stroke order, radical-phonetic combination, and the fundamental differences between simplified and traditional characters;

4.
demonstrate proficiency in the Hanyu pinyin phonetic system to spell and pronounce Chinese words;

5.
demonstrate high proficiency in the four-tone system of Mandarin;

6.
demonstrate the ability to comprehend an authentic conversation of native speakers composed chiefly of the vocabulary and grammar studied;

7.
show proficiency in applying the sentence patterns and grammar structures presented in the course to create new sentences in culturally appropriate ways both orally and in writing

8.
converse on topics studied with some degree of fluency and with accurate pronunciation and intonation;
9.
apply the principles of syntax and grammar introduced at this level in both speech and writing;
10.
write a well-constructed and culturally appropriate paragraph of one hundred characters or more on a topic studied and/or discussed in class.

Course Content:
1. Review,  “recycling,” and extension of content of Chinese 1A

2. Functional vocabulary and grammar to allow students to:

a. extend, accept, or refuse invitations in culturally appropriate ways orally and in writing

b. gather and/or request information with a variety of interrogative strategies orally and in writing

c. gather information by reading schedules, advertisements, announcements of cultural events, etc., and transmit that information orally

d. use culturally authentic maps and timetables with the help of phonetic symbols

e. make purchases in stores and perform transactions in culturally appropriate ways

f. function successfully in basic cultural interactions that involve buying tickets

g. discuss in simple terms their likes and dislikes and inquire in culturally sensitive terms into the likes and dislikes of others orally and in writing

h. describe, orally and in writing, simple physical ailments to pharmacists and doctors

i. narrate simple events in past, present, and future orally and in writing

j. make physical descriptions of people and things orally and in writing

k. be sufficiently comfortable with Chinese numbers for simple financial transactions, demonstrating the ability to identify Chinese bills and coins

3. The following syntactical aspects of Mandarin:

a. complex sentences with modifying clauses

b. reduplication of verbs

c. progressive aspect of verbs

d. two actions with one in progress

e. manner of action

f. complement of degree

g. using auxiliary verbs to indicate possession

h. using “le” to indicate a completion of action

i. narrative sentences of sequential actions

j. using “jìu, jìuyào, kùaiyào . . . le” to indicate imminent action

k. statement of geographic distance

l. time/measure complement

m. using “guo” to indicate experience

n. modal expressions of possibility, probability, necessity, and obligation

Methods of Presentation:
1. Lecture/discussion and question/answer in target language

2. Choral/individual repetition of model speech

3. Re-creation of dialogues and improvisation

4. Small group activities leading to skits, dialogues, etc.

Typical Assignments and Methods of Evaluating Student Progress:
1. Typical assignments

a. Prepare a skit in which one person accepts an invitation and the other declines an invitation; both use culturally appropriate expressions
b. Demonstrate competency in character-writing by writing the dialogue of the “invitation” skit
c. With the help of a dictionary, write a paragraph about a person you admire that includes a physical description of the person and what that person has done to earn your admiration
2. Methods of Evaluating Student Progress

a. Tests, quizzes, and interviews to evaluate the four language skills and cultural sensitivity in relation to material presented
b. Student participation in class activities

c. Oral reports (without notes) on geographical regions, Chinese holidays, art, etc.

d. Homework assignments, including practice writing sentences in characters

e. Final exam

Textbook(s) (Typical):


Integrated Chinese, Tao-Chung Yao, 2nd edition, Boston: Chen & Tsui Company, 2005.
Special Student Materials:


None  
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