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JAZZ PIANO I

Catalog Description:

22A – Jazz Piano I
1 unit


(May be repeated 3 times)

Voicings, chords, and guidelines for improvisation in the contemporary styles of the jazz pianist.  Post bop-era, through modern to avant-garde piano playing in the jazz idiom.  Strongly recommended:  Music 6.  4 hours laboratory.
[Typical contact hours: 70]
Prerequisite Skills:  None

Expected Outcomes for Students:

Upon completion of the course, students should be able to:

1. define jazz musical symbols and terminology;

2. read jazz piano literature;

3. identify different formal structures of jazz piano literature;

4. demonstrate the standard approach to jazz piano performance;

5. transpose several compositions to accommodate vocal ranges;

6. construct jazz chords;
7. perform jazz piano literature using lead sheets.

Course Content:

1. Jazz musical symbols and terminology

2. Reading jazz piano literature

3. Jazz Forms

a. Blues

b. Rhythm changes

4. Standard approach to jazz piano performance 

a. Proper finger position

b. Posture

5. Transposition of several compositions

a. Use of roman numerals

6. Jazz Chords

a. Major 7ths Minor 7ths

b. Dominant 7ths

7. Jazz piano literature
Methods of Presentation:

1. Lecture, demonstration

2. Audio examples
3. Video examples
4. Attendance of live performances
Assignments and Methods of Evaluating Student Progress:
1. Typical Assignments

a. Memorize all major 7ths, minor 7ths, and dominant 7ths in different positions.

b. Outline a formal design of a jazz composition.

c. Prepare for peer evaluation

2. Methods of Evaluating Student Progress

a. Auditions with instructor

b. Periodic review of assigned musical selections

c. Progress testing of assigned technical studies

d. Final exam performance

Textbook(s) (Typical):

Jazz Piano from Voicings to Improvisation, Frank Sumares, Donna Lee Enterprises, 2002

Special Student Materials:

None
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