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Course Outline for Music 11A

INTRO TO JAZZ IMPROVISATION

Catalog Description:

11A - Introduction to Jazz Improvisation 
2 units

Major scales, chord construction, and development of melodic lines used in contemporary styles of Jazz Improvisation.  Jazz literature for small groups of the post Bop era.  Corequisite:  Music 12, 14, 15, or 45 or equivalent.  3 hours.

Expected Outcomes for Students:

Upon completion of the course, the student should:

1.  
be able to understand chord construction, recognize chord symbols, develop knowledge of chord substitution and gain a basic foundation for jazz improvisation;

2.
Recognize blues and rhythm changes and perform same.

Course Content:

1.  
Recognition and construction of altered chords

2.  
Standard and substitute chord changes

3.  
Major scales used for jazz improvisation 

4.  
Melodic patterns used for jazz improvisation

5.  
Practical application in small group performance

6.
Recognition of blues patterns and substitute chord changes

7.
Recognition of altered chords

Methods of Presentation:

1.  
Instruction through listening, lecture and demonstration, small group performance and individual soloing

2.  
Use of audio system and tape recorder

Methods of Evaluating Student Progress:

1.
Graded assignments

2. 
Midterm

3.
Final in performance

4.
Group evaluations of individual effort

Textbook(s) (Typical):

None

Special Student Materials:

None
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