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BASIC MUSIC SKILLS

Catalog Description:

6 - Basic Music Skills 
2 units

Essentials of music through notation, time elements, melody, harmony, and tonality, texture, dynamics and knowledge of the keyboard.  Sight singing and ear training.  2 hours lecture

Expected Outcomes for Students:

Upon completion of course, the student should:

1.  
have skill in listening to music;

2.  
be able to interpret musical notation;

3.  
understand the importance of design in music;

4.  
value music as a means of self‑expression.

Course Content:

1.
Musical Notation

Notation of pitch; staff; clefs; accidentals.

Notation of duration:  kinds of notes and equivalent rests; metronome markings

Other signs in musical notation:  fermata; accent marks; staccato; legato; repeats

2.
Key signatures

3.
Scales:  major, minor, chromatic

4.
Time Elements:  tempo; meter, rhythm; time signatures.

5.
Melody properties:  rhythm, dimensions, register, direction, progression, functions

6.
Harmony:  chords, chord construction, consonance, dissonance

7.
Tonality:  key schemes

8.
Texture:  types of texture, sonority, combination of textures

9.
Dynamics:  terminology, relative values, intensity and volume, expression

Methods of Presentation:

1.  
Such workbook type exercises, incorporated in the text, as may be necessary.

2.  
Lecture‑demonstration of concepts

3.  
Weekly class participation in the keyboard laboratory

4.  
Class participation through tapping and clapping rhythms, singing and/or playing to respond to musical notation

5.  
Class and individual basic musical analysis

6.  
Individual compositional experimentation and performance

Methods of Evaluating Student Progress:

1.
Written objective examination

2.
Weekly class participation through singing and/or playing

3.
Individual evaluation of experimentations and performances

4.
Comprehensive final examinations

Textbook(s) (Typical):

A Creative Approach to Music Fundamentals; William Duckworth; Wadsworth-Brooks-Cole

Special Student Materials:  None
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