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JAZZ ENSEMBLE

Catalog Description:

14 - Jazz Ensemble
2 units

May be repeated 3 times

Reading, preparation and performance of contemporary jazz music.  Opportunity to apply improvisation techniques in a small group setting.  4 hours 

Prerequisite Skills:

None

Expected Outcomes for Students:

Upon completion of the course, the student should:

1.
demonstrate improved facility and technique in performing jazz literature;

2.
demonstrate improved facility and technique in jazz improvisation;

3.
demonstrate a comprehension of various jazz styles including Swing, Latin, Fusion and Contemporary;

4.
demonstrate an appreciation of advanced ensemble performance techniques;

5.
demonstrate an awareness of individual responsibility to the success of ensemble performance.

Course Content:

1.
Music selected from various stylistic and historical periods of jazz music literature

2.
Approaches to perceptive listening

3.
Music production and concert promotion 

4.
Basic music theory and formal analysis

5.
Musicianship and interpretation of jazz music elements and techniques

Methods of Presentation:

1.
Group rehearsal

2.
Sectional rehearsal

3.
Individual performance

4.
Lecture

5.
Use of recordings 

Assignments and Methods of Evaluating Student Progress:

1.
Typical Assignments

a.
Prepare a ten-minute performance demonstrating a contemporary jazz style.

b.
Outline the formal design of a jazz composition, then identify and present specific musical elements and techniques that identify it historically.

2.
Methods of Evaluating Student Progress

a.
Overall musical contribution of musicianship to the ensemble

b.
Attendance

c.
Participation

d.
Musical Growth

Textbook(s) (Typical):  None

Special Student Materials:  None
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