Minutes—

ESL FIG meeting

9/27/09

1.  Laney Visit


We discussed our recent visit Laney college and our discussions there with Sonja Franeta about Laney’s ESL program and the Carpinteria Fina program.  Kent, Linnea, & Sandra filled in Ramon, who couldn’t make it, and we checked the write-up of the visit for completeness & corrctness.  

2.  Discussion

 “Why is Laney’s program so much bigger than ours?”  Our campuses are comparably sized, but Laney serves five times as many students as we do.  Part of this may be due to the structure of their classes:  separate grammar, reading, and writing classes instead of the big, 6-unit integrated classes that we offer.  It may be easier for students to take classes that are structured this way.  Not only that, but because the classes are 4 units, a student could take a reading class, a grammar class, and a writing class and be a full-time student, eligible for financial aid; that could be a big draw.  As it is, it’s really hard for ESL students at Chabot to have 12 units of ESL.


Also, is there the administrative will to give ESL the FTEH that we would need to expand our program?   

3.  News Items


A.  The community needs assessment has been approved for funding!  Juan Carlos Bojorquez will start the assessment in a couple of weeks and the results will be ready as we rewrite the ESL program in the spring 2010 semester.


B.  TRIO grant.  The Yvonne Wu-Craig is currently writing a grant proposal to create a support system for ESL students earning degrees or certificates at Chabot.  It will provided counseling, ESL support, and possibly financial incentives for ESL students earning degrees in Auto Maintenance Technology and Machine Tool Technology as well as for students earning A.A. degrees with the intention to transfer.  The ESL instructors worked with Michael Absher & Stephen Small to design the support program for Auto Tech & Machine Tool.  This will be a good jumpstart as we consider adding vocational classes to our ESL program

