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Sandra Genera and Kent Uchiyama met with Connie Olsen from Ohlone College’s ESL department.  Ramon Parada joined us briefly but was called away shortly after to the beginning of the meeting.  Connie kindly answered our questions about Ohlone’s program for an hour and a half.  Here’s a summary of what we found.

Structure of the Program


Ohlone’s program shares a number of similarities with Chabot’s program.  Like ours, their core program is is divided into four levels of ESL classes that integrate instruction in reading, writing, and grammar, although grammar instruction does not seem to play as large a role as it does in our program.  The two lower-level classes are 5 units, and the two upper-level classes are 4 utnis.   As in our program, the courses range from high beginning/low intermediate to advanced.  Like our students, after finishing the last ESL course, their students are usually expected to take two semesters of basic skills English before taking English 1A.  Yet another similarity between our two programs is that many of their students skip the final level of ESL (ESL 184) to enter the first semester of basic skills English, just as a lot of our students skip ESL 110d and register for English 101a or 102.  Because of this, Ohlone’s ESL department is considering listing ESL 184 a prerequisite for the second level of basic skills English.  Students then could take either the first level of basic skills English or ESL 184.  


Ohlone’s program also offers three levels of listening & speaking classes.  


One difference in our programs is that Ohlone’s classes fill at 30 students, whereas ours fill at 25 (for which we should, in this writer’s humble opinion, be very grateful).  


The program also offers a number of electives:


•  News and Current Events for ESL


•  Using the Internet to Improve Your English


•  Idioms


•  Verb Tenses


•  Advanced Grammar and Editing


•  Basic English Pronunciation

Size of the Program


Out of a student body of about 11,000, Ohlone serves about 390 unduplicated students a semester, or about 167 FTES’s.  Like the other integrated programs we’ve studied, it’s a small program:  about 3.5% of the students.  The number of students rose briefly when Ohlone opened its Newark campus, but this increase apparently hasn’t continued.


The are six part-time instructors and full-time instructors.

Populations Served


Chinese students make up the largest group of students, at about 40-60%.  There are also some Afghan students, along with a smattering of Vietnamese, Korean, and Japanese.  Spanish speakers account for only a small number of Ohlone’s ESL students.

STATISTICS

In the last six years, Ohlone’s ESL classes have had 


•  a retention rate of between 80 and 89 %.


•  a success rate between 68 and 78%.


•  a fall-to-spring persistence rate between 63 and 70%.

Between 2002 and 2006, between 51 and 57% of ESL students subsequently enrolled in transfer courses within two years.  Of these, between 73 and 77% passed a transfer level course.

Between 2002 and 2006, between 11 and 18% of ESL students subsequently enrolled in transfer-level English courses within two years.  Of these, between 58 and 70% passed a transfer level course.

The English Language Institute


Some years ago, Ohlone launched the ELI to attract international students.  The ELI is an intensive English langauge program for students who lack TOEFL scores high enough to take classes at Ohlone.  Completing the course of study at the ELI exempts students from having to take the TOEFL test to study at Ohlone.  Programs like this are selling points for colleges seeking international students and can, apparently, bringing in a pretty hefty amount of money.  Sixteen weeks of instruction carry a tuition price tag of $4,000.  


The ELI exists independently of Ohlone’s ESL department.  As with the ELS center at Chabot, concerns have reportedly been raised that students finishing the ELI’s program are in fact adequately prepared for college classes, although I was unable to verify this online.  


