McDaniel heads Chabot baseball draftees
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HAYWARD — The Chabot College baseball team rode its superb pitching to the NorCal Super Regional title game, and judging by the second day of the Major League Baseball amateur draft, the scouts took notice.

Gladiators right-hander Dan McDaniel (California High) headed a list of four Chabot pitchers selected in Friday's MLB draft. 

McDaniel, who struck out 10 hitters in eight innings to eliminate then-No. 1 Fresno City College from the Super Regional, was selected in the 14th round (431st overall) by the Chicago Cubs.

"I can't even really explain it," said McDaniel, who was selected by the San Francisco Giants in the 28th round last year. "It is a dream come true. I got drafted last year, and it didn't really work out. I had big hopes for this year. I am just excited to be a Cub."

Other Chabot pitchers joining McDaniel in the draft were Ryan Hughes (16th round, Arizona Diamondbacks), John Anderson (28th round, Toronto Blue Jays) and Eric Stavert (42nd round, Arizona).

"Our pitching coach (William Tavis) deserves a lot of credit," said McDaniel, who will soon choose between signing a pro contract and attending Oklahoma State on scholarship. "He is a great pitching coach, and I don't think anybody who got drafted today would be where they are without him. He puts a lot of time in with us."

McDaniel struggled with back spasms stemming from a rib injury earlier in the season but rebounded in the playoffs to help boost 

Chabot to the NorCal Super Regional championship game. He finished with 54﻿1/3 innings pitched and an ERA of 5.82 in the regular season before going on a phenomenal run in the postseason. 

"That's what really hit me today," McDaniel said. "I was a big-time prospect coming into this year. I had a lot of people expecting a lot, including myself. I started off slow, but stuck with it. I found out I had an injury ... and I took care of it. Then by the time the playoffs came around, I just went after it with everything."

Hughes, a 6-foot-6, 220-pound Foothill High graduate, tossed just 11﻿1/3 innings in the regular season but struck out 11 and had an ERA of 2.43. Anderson, also a Foothill graduate, had an outstanding season. The 6-2, 195-pound left-hander led the team in innings pitched (68) and had an ERA of 3.44.

Stavert, a 6-1, 175-pound right-hander, tossed 34﻿1/3 innings and posted an ERA of 3.43. The Livermore grad had 23 strikeouts and surrendered just eight walks.

Former Chabot hurler and current UC Riverside pitcher Robert Waite was selected in the 17th round by the Detroit Tigers. Sacramento State's David Flores (James Logan) was taken by the Houston Astros in the 18th round. Flores, who plays third base, hit .366 with eight home runs and 46 RBI for the Hornets.

